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TWO POPULAR HOTELS IN CENTRAL LONDON 


OPPOSITE THE BRITISH MUSEUM 


THACKERAY HOTEL 


GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, 


NEAR THE BRITISH MUSEUM 


KINGSLEY HOTEL 


HART STREET, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 


200 Rooms in each Hotel Hot & Cold Water & Electric Fires in all Bedrooms 
Comfort and Refinement a number of which are fitted with Private Bathrooms 


BEDROOM, BATH AND BREAKFAST 
from 8/6 per night 


@@ Inclusive Terms and Illustrated Booklet 
“Walks in Old London on application 


Telegrams : 
Thackeray Hotel, “THACKERAY, LONDON” Kingsley Hotel, “BOOKCRAFT, LONDON” 


HARLESDEN 
LONDON 


FOR THE AUTHENTIC 


FACSIMILE BINDINGS 


100% LIBRARY BINDING CONSTRUCTION 
PLUS ORIGINAL DESIGNS 


FOR REBINDING 


AND FICTION SUPPLIES 
NEW & SECOND HAND 
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Editorial 

SEPTEMBER this year will be unique in the history of the librarian in England in that for the 
first time in nearly sixty years the annual conference of the Library Association has already 
become a memory only. There are those who profess to believe that the conference should 
be restored to the autumn months. It may be suggested on the other hand that the attendance 
at Margate lent no assistance to that point of view ; indeed, the Margate conference was one 
of the most pleasant, one of the most successful, of which we have record. Nevertheless, 
if it can be proved that any large body of librarians was unable to be present owing to the 
change of month, it appears to us that the matter should be considered sympathetically. 
Although no one holds any longer the view that one week’s attendance at a conference will 
teach more than many months’ study in hermit-like seclusion—the words and sentiments 
are those of James Duff Brown—because to-day there is much more intimate communication 
between librarians than there was when that sentiment was expressed, there is enormous 
value, and the adjeétive is not an exaggeration, in one large meeting of librarians in body in 
the year. It is an event to which every young librarian looks forward as the privilege to 
be his when he reaches a high enough position in the service; attendance is a privilege 
that no librarian anywhere would forego. And this, in spite of the faét that there is usually 
a grumble because the day is so full of meetings that there is very little chance of such recrea- 
tion as a seaside, or indeed any other, place visited, usually provides for the delegates. 


* * * * * * 


September finds most librarians back again in their libraries. There is behind them, 
we hope, the memory of a healthful and pleasant holiday, in spite of the extraordinary weather 
which up to the time of writing has made 1936 one too-long and not too-pleasant April. 
We must not overlook the faé that there are still two conferences this month. One of them 
which occurs almost immediately after the publication of our journal is that of the Associa- 
tion of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux at Balliol College, Oxford. Public 
librarians in body do not attend this conference, but for the reference librarians of the larger 
municipal libraries and for libraries which have any special colleétion attached to them, 
although in themselves they may not be specialist libraries, the conference has much interest. 
It aff_ :ds an opportunity as well of meeting men who deal with information and its dissemina- 
tion in business and professional spheres, and these are a very interesting type for the librarian 
to meet. The other conference is the London and Home Counties Branch of the Library 
Association which is to be held at Worthing. Here the programme is, generally speaking, 
in the hands of the younger members of the profession in the home counties. It should be 
an interesting and useful meeting. 
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September is a month when the library student turns again to the syllabus of his work 
for the darker evenings. Not only does this apply to the young assistant librarian ; his older 
brethren usually map out some scheme of reading or line of intelle€tual aétivities for the 
winter months. It would be very interesting if we could see what our fellow-librarians 
are proposing to themselves for the winter 1936-7. So far as the younger people are con- 
cerned, this year will be one of preparation oe many for the Library Association examina- 
tions, on the new syllabus, which begin in January, 1938. The year just ahead is a critical one 
for library training in several particulars. Very careful study should be given to the changes 
that are involved in the syllabus. On the face of it, the Library Association examination 
has been widened and made even more difficult; but we believe that this will be found to 
be a superficial view. The intention of the Association, as we understand it, is to regulate 
the examination so that it shall be actually a series of steps from the Elementary to the Final, 
and not as now a rapid jump from the Elementary to the Final Classification and Cataloguing 
examinations. The appalling number of failures in the Intermediate Examination quite 
clearly indicates that this examination is far beyond the powers of the average person who 
takes it while still in his teens. By making the Intermediate Examination rea//y intermediate. 
and making it cover all subjects within the syllabus and not following any of them beyond a 
certain level of attainment, substantial justice can be done to everybody. The problem that 
the Association has set itself to solve is how to examine in such a subjeé as Cataloguing in 
three stages, elementary, intermediate and final, which shall be in faét a test of capacity at each 
of these grades. This is quite possible we believe if the examiners as well as the examination 
are co-ordinated. A new subject added to the syllabus is that of Library Stock and Assistance 
to Readers which forms Seétion B of the Intermediate Examination. This will not be on Book 
Seleétion but will be an enquiry into what a librarian is expected to know of actual books 
and their use. A text book on it does not exist at present, but we believe that the brothers 
McColvin are writing it. If it is done well, as by these authors it ought to be, it should be 
one of the most valuable contributions to modern librarianship. 


* * * x x * 


The central control of libraries controversy still continues. We receive complaints 
from time to time that the papers and speeches read and uttered at Margate have not been 
published. In our previous issue we suggested that the meeting was a private one and 
that these notes ought not, therefore, to be circulated. That, however, does not appear to 
satisfy many of our readers, who believe that private as the meeting was, itself resolved that 
the proceedings should be made public. It appeared, they say, that the President accepted 
this point of view and promised publication. We suppose that in any case discussion cannot 
be avoided however premature. We do know that the County Councils appear to be 
interested in the matter. The county councils will, of course, endeavour to cultivate for 
the whole country the system under which they themselves work; they have sent out a 
questionnaire which apparently is confidential and is confined at the moment to county 
libraries. We do not understand why it should be confidential or why it should 
be so confined ; the question is not in any way limited to county libraries. We have only 
sympathy with the county librarian in the matter; he is the subordinate of the director of 
education and in no way is he free to utter his own personal views on this question, whatever 
they may be. We understand, so far as we are able to read the situation, that if the individual 
county librarian were able to express his own point of view he would, in a number of instances, 
desire to be relieved of the control of the education committee. It is difficult to believe 
that any librarian wishes his library service should be subordinated to some other service, 
however good and however allied that other may be. From these considerations our readers 
will see that the matter is very much in the forefront of the minds of certain librarians, or 
if not in theirs in the minds of those who are unofficially conneéted with libraries. And in 
the circumstances the Library Association may perhaps be persuaded to publish what it can 
of the report of the meeting at Margate about which so much discussion has arisen. 
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If any librarian believes that central control necessarily implies a general level of efficiency, 
with all backward areas tuned up to bibliothecal concert pitch, let him read the really amazing 
Memorandum on Ruwra/ Education issued by the National Union of Teachers in this very year. 
No library in the most backward area has ever reached quite the state of some of the schools 
described in it. 

* * * * * * 

The value of summer schools has often been indicated and the question comes before 
us again when we contemplate the capital example of it which for many years has been held 
at Birmingham and has just completed another session. No librarian—and certainly no 
Student librarian because he is more closely acquainted with the faéts of his study—believes 
that such a school can be in any degree a substitute for long study and continuous praétice 
and thinking over of library work. The school can be for the student, we think, a real sub- 
Stitute for the Library Association conferences to which his elders go. Here he meets the 
keenest young workers in our calling. The very faé that they are willing to give their time 
and money to a school is proof of their intense interest in it. An assistant who has not attended 
a library school or who has not attended a summer school of librarianship is eternally at a 
disadvantage in comparison with those who have. This faét appears to us to be worth con- 
sideration. We, in common with all librarians, are deeply indebted to Mr. H. M. Cashmore 
and all his colleagues for the way in which they have sustained and energized this Birming- 
ham Summer School of Librarianship for so many years. 


* * * * * * 


As for the University of London School of Librarianship, in this O&ober it enters 
upon the seventeenth year of its existence. The syllabus was revised last year to enable 
more continuous and therefore more thorough teaching to be provided in certain subjeéts. 
The candidates, moreover, were expected to spend three weeks of the session in aétual work 
in seleéted practice libraries, in order that they might at least have a closer look at the processes 
of libraries than was possible under the older methods. This appears to have worked suc- 


cessfully, and it will provide those libraries which offered hospitality to students with scholar- 
ships for their own already employed assistants. In the coming session which begins on 
Oétober 5th there will be what is called a series of advanced courses, in advanced Paleography 
and Archives by Mr. Galbraith, in Cataloguing _—— early printed books and other 


special material) by Mr. Cowley, in Modern Printing and Book Produétion (with special 
reference to the printing and editing of catalogues and library publications) by Mr. P. B. 
James, and in Library Work with Children by Miss E. H. Colwell. Each of these is a dis- 
tinguished authority. There will be sixteen leGtures in Mr. Galbraith’s subjeé& and eight in 
each of the others. These add considerably to the value of the routine courses given in 
these subjeéts in the ordinary way. We have been interested to see that practically all the 
men students who have gone through the School have obtained posts, and that most of the 
women Students have also been successful. Lately, of course, the number of students has 
been reduced and higher initial entrance qualifications have been required. The School, 
therefore, at present trains so small a number of students that it ought to be possible for 
the profession to absorb them without doing any injustice to the existing members of library 
Staffs. 


* * * * * * 


Our attention has been drawn to the faé& that readers are beginning to object to the 
overwhelming number of displays, posters and other “ information” being thrust upon 
them. It is not unusual now-a-days to go into a library and to find it simply littered with 
posters, special displays and a great miscellanea of material which the average reader has 
neither time nor inclination to examine. One library asks us to refle&t on the following. 
Recently it closed its reference library for repairs and transferred some of its activities to 
another room ; in the entrance hall large posters pointed out that the reference library was 
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closed but that the books were temporarily available elsewhere ; yet at least two persons 
hourly passed that notice, and several other notices indicating the way to the new apart- 
ment, and walked straight up to the old apartment to find with a shock that it was shut and 
that they could not get in. How far is it the experience of librarians generally ? It has been 
suggested to us that the modern eye, meeting poster after poster, sign after sign, colour after 
colour in the streets, develops a sort of proteétive blindness to these things. The person 
remembers what he sas done, and knows what he wants to do, and walks straight to that 
obje& without giving any attention to the hindrances of notices or posters that he may 
encounter. If this is true, may there not be a limit for the librarian who indulges in book 
display ? Is it possible that the simple display of the books that the reader knows ne wants 
may Still have virtues in the library service ? 
* * * * * * 


We note the Liverpool Public Library is able to report that while its fiction issue has 
declined by about 70,000, its non-fiétion issue has increased by the same amount. This 
appears to some journalists to be a very important consideration, but when the figures are 
examined, however, on an issue such as that of the Liverpool Public Library, 70,000 volumes 
either way is not a large number. From various direétions we learn that the reader who 
appeared to be lost for ever to the cheap library is now duly returning to the public library. 
This was inevitable, of course, because that library cannot supply any book which the public 
library, if it desires to do so, cannot also supply. On the other hand, the twopenny library 
has given the public library the chance to concentrate on the worth-while books. There 
are politically-minded people who think that the public library should supply anything 
irrespective of merit which might equally well be supplied by the commercial library. This 
is a matter which can be discussed and upon which we do not wish to comment. Except 
this, that the public library still maintains its old mission of supplying the best books to the 
greatest number at the least cost. It is for the modern librarian to give the best interpretation 
he can to that old and imperishable ideal. 


* * 


We do not often devote attention in our editorial notes to bcoks. Librarianship deals 
with books, but a magazine of librarianship is not a literary magazine and when it has attempted 
to be one it has not always succeeded. Occasionally a book is called to mind by an event. 
Last month the death of Mr. F. J. Harvey Darton led us to refleét again what a wonderful 
contribution he has made to the children’s librarian when he wrote his Children’s Books in 
England, a work of scholarship, research and good writing which should form part of the 
reading of anyone who aspires to direé& a library for the young. The mention of books 
reminds us of the irony of things. The Prime Minister, addressing a University recently, 
asked it to provide us with more poets ; a week or two later the poetical works of Sir William 
Watson appeared, probably the finest volume of selected works that has been published 
for many a year. Sir William Watson died in poverty, and Mr. Baldwin had to say in the 
House that a Civil Service pension of £120 which was awarded to his widow and two daughters 
—£80 less than was given to Tennyson when he was yet a single man and when money was 
worth much more than now—was the maximum that could be given. No doubt the country 
will get many more poets at the price. We hope at least that libraries will buy this collected 
edition of William Watson, not only because its sale will be of value to his family, but because 
it is a model addition to any public library’s shelves ; indeed an indispensable one. 

* * * * * * 


In this issue we continue the series of articles on Reference Library work and draw 
the attention of our readers to the useful information in Mr. Skillern’s “ Government 
Publications and the Local Colleétion.” Library Assistants will appreciate Miss West’s 
suggestion that “ sleuthing ” is part of their duties. Mr. Peddie concludes his list of National 
Bibliographies of Great Britain, Mr. Roberts contributes ““A Comparison of Services,” and 
Miss Bull raises a moot point in her note “ On not Making our Libraries Attractive.” 


* * * 
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Government Publications and the Local Collection 
By W. J. SkrLLerNn (Newport Public Libraries). 


Most articles in this series deal with some special aspe& of an individual Reference Library. 
To sele& an individual feature of the work at Newport is not altogether an easy pr e Rgpoe 
The present writer proposes to deal with ‘“‘ Government Publications as Part of t 
Colleétion.” 

Government publications form a very necessary and a very considerable part of any 
local colleétion. A glance at any “ Local Catalogue ” will indicate this. There should be 
first of all a complete set of the local A&s of Parliament for every local authority and local 
corporate body represented in the Local Collection. Many authorities issue some form of 
“ pocket book ” for the use of councillors, and the preliminary matter of these often contains 
a list of local Aéts of Parliament relating to that authority. Most of these Aéts are still in 
print and may be obtained at small cost from His Majesty’s Stationery Office. Practically 
every A& repeals or modifies in some way or other some previous A& or Aéts, and a glance 
through each A& will often reveal the title and date of many of these older A&s. There 
is another method of obtaining a list of Aéts referring to the places contained in the Local 
Colleé&tion. A complete list of local authorities within the seleéted area can be compiled from 
the last Census tables. A letter to the Clerk of each authority will soon produce a list of Aéts 
relating to that authority. These Aéts are obtained from H.M.S.O., and on receipt can be 
searched for references to earlier Aéts. 

An invaluable guide to local Aéts is the “ Index to Local A&s . . . classified lists of 
the Local and Personal and Private Aéts from . . . 1801-1899,” published by H.M.S.O. 
This is supplemented by the annual list of Government Publications issued from the same 
source. For earlier and intervening years it will be necessary to use some such a guide as 
the preliminary tables attached to any complete edition of the Statutes at Large. This is 
rather a long task but the result will well repay the time taken. Many of the better written 
County Histories also give valuable indications of local Aéts. The early volumes of 
Bradney’s History of Monmouthshire are invaluable in this respect. 

The total number of A&s of Parliament for an average English county runs into many 
hundreds, and in many cases they are the only accurate sources of information on the social 
and industrial history of the subjects to which they relate. Particularly is this so with regard 
to that class of Aéts known as “ Personal and Private.” These relate to such subjeéts as 
grants, estates, dissolution of marriage by divorce, change of name, naturalization, patents, 
dignitaries, etc. Many of these Personal Aéts were never printed, but MS. copies of many 
may be obtained. 

Local Aéts to-day are apt to be rather formal, prosaic documents, whereas those of a 
hundred years ago were much more intimate and conversational and gave much information 
on local conditions which is to-day not regarded as essential from a business point of view. 
A glance at the 15 main headings of the “ Index to Local A&s ” already referred to will show 
the varied nature of the subje&ts with which the A&s deal—I., Bridges and Roads ; II., Rail- 
ways; III., Canals and Rivers; IV., Harbours and Docks; V., Local Government; VI., 
Lighting ; ‘VIL, Water supply ; VIIL., Drainage; IX., Inclosures and Open Spaces ; X., 
Fisheries ; XI., ‘Charities and Educational Foundations ; XII., Ecclesiastical Affairs; XIII., 
Personal and Private ; XIV., Trading and other Companies; XV., Crown. The latter is 
concerned chiefly with Custom Offices and Post Office buildings. 

Many areas are richer than others so far as Local, Personal and Private As are con- 
cerned. Monmouthshire is particularly rich in local Aéts referring to Railways and Roads. 
The number of different pt mr operating in the County during the last hundred years, 
i.e., until the amalgamations were complete, must have been very large, and their brief histories 
occupy many pages of MacDermott’s Hiffory of the Great Western Railway. 

It is only within recent years that local historians have considered Aés of Parliaments 
as worthy of their notice. Had earlier historians paid more attention to these A@s, many 
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of the County Histories which now adorn the shelves of Public Libraries would present a 
rather different and more accurate state of knowledge. History is no longer regarded in 
its former limited sense. To-day it is much more concerned with the social and economic 
aspects of the lives of the people. The present-day historian, while writing with scientific 
accuracy, has to be entirely human—to remember that he is writing the story of real people 
who have lived and have been actuated by the same desires and longings as those which 
move the people of to-day. The days when one historian merely copied and added to the 
Statements of a previous writer have gone and the historian who now wishes to be regarded 
seriously must quote a reliable authority for every statement made. What more reliable 
authority can he have than those documents issued by the Government of his own country ? 
It is the duty of every Librarian who has charge of a Local Colleétion to see that that Col- 
leétion is as complete as it can be in Government Publications. 

Local A&s, although the most important, are certainly not the only Government Publi- 
cations to be found in a Local Colleétion. All modern publications are to be found in the 
monthly list of ‘‘ Government Publications.” This list is arranged alphabetically under more 
than fifty headings. All of these must be searched, for entries for local material are some- 
times found in unusual places. A recent example at Newport was that of the “ Construction 
and Operation of a tidal model of the Severn Estuary,” which was found under “ Treasury.” 

Besides Local and Private Aés, the other Parliamentary heading which most often 
contains material for the Local Colleétion is that of “‘ Command Papers.” The most important 
of these from our point of view are the reports of the various Commissions set up by Parlia- 
ment. Command Papers have the largest annual output of any one class. 

The collection of statistics relating to individual localities represents a problem which 
is not easy to solve. It is quite out of the question for the small Reference Library to attempt 
to colle& complete sets of Parliamentary Publications, especially the annual reports of the 
various Departments. Besides the large expense to which the library would be put, the 
question of shelving space has always to be solved. Yet these statistics, dealing with Health, 
Mines, Shipping, Education and hundreds of other subjeés, represent a source of information 
essential to anyone undertaking serious historical research. For the smaller Reference Library, 
one way is to keep a list of possible sources, with a list of libraries where these may 
be consulted. In some cases it may be possible to borrow them through the local Regional 
Bureau. But this method presents many difficulties to anyone requiring to study a sequence 
of volumes over a long series of years. A recent case in point is that of a reader who wished 
to compile a history of the harbour of Newport. The history of the port goes back to Roman 
days. A great deal of the history must be compiled from MS. sources of the Customs Depart- 
ment; but for the last hundred years there are various publications of the Board of Trade 
and other Government Publications of various descriptions. The history if it is to be complete 
will have to be completed with the aid of such large general libraries as the British Museum 
and special libraries as the Public Record Office. The research student in question will, we 
hope, furnish us with valuable information on sources when the complete work appears. 

Non-Parliamentary publications also appear in the monthly “‘ Government Publications ” 
already cited, and must not be overlooked for the Local Collection. Space will only permit 
of a brief survey of them here. The works issued by the various Government Departments 
(e.g., Mines Department, Board of Trade, Customs and Excise), especially their annual reports, 
are valuable chiefly for their statistical information. The Reports of Royal Commissions and 
Committees, if not issued as Command papers, are to be found under the non-Parliamentary 
heading. Statutory Rules and Orders are quite minor affairs from the Government’s point 
of view and are often only a single sheet. Yet they deal with such important matters as 
County Courts, Courts of Quarter Sessions and One Way Streets and thus must find a place 
in any complete Local Colleétion. 

No library should be without a complete set of maps for its neighbourhood. All maps 
on scales up to 2sins. to the mile, as issued by the Ordnance Survey, and bearing upon the 
area taken as “ Local,” should be obtained. For many purposes the one-inch “ Popular 
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Edition ” of the Ordnance Survey will give excellent service. Geological maps, both Solid 
and Drift, are issued by the Geological Survey of the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, and there is often a descriptive volume in the series of “ British Regional Geology.” 

Newport has every reason to be proud of its Local Colleétion, which embraces the 
whole County of Monmouth covering 576 square miles. At present the Colle€&tion numbers 
some seven thousand volumes and pamphlets, besides hundreds of prints and maps. It is 
all fully catalogued on cards arranged in three sequences of Author, Place and Subjeé&t. There 
is an almost complete set of Acts of Parliament relating to Monmouthshire ; indeed, no efforts 
have been spared to make the Local Colleétion as complete as possible in all ways, especially 
in the matter of Government Publications. 


The Detective in the Reference Library. 
By Miss E. K. Wesr (Coulsdon Public Library). 


Tue true reference assistant is something of a deteétive. Very much of a deteétive, in fa&, 
for he has first to elicit the need of the reader—often in itself a difficult piece of deteétive 
work—and afterwards to discover the information required. An essay on the psychological 
approach to the hesitant enquirer has yet to be written, but here in particular the reference 
assistant needs patience and imagination. Which of us does not know the reader who asks 
grudgingly where we keep our “ technical books”; and, on being pressed, reluctantly 
admits that he needs books on engineering. Taétful questioning finally discovers that he 
really wants to know the difference in railway gauges in different countries—a piece of 
information which can be found immediately and concisely in Whitaker’s Almanac. 

And this is the second essential of the reference assistant, an exact and detailed knowledge 
of the contents of most quick-teference books. It is probable that a small colleétion of about 
a hundred quick reference books could, rightly handled, answer most of the everyday queries 
of an average reference library. Whitaker’s Almanac is, of course, invaluable—it is the 
first step for most reference enquiries—but how many assistants know of the wealth of infor- 
mation contained within that humdrum volume—‘“ the Post Office London Direfory” ? 
If you want information about Consistory Courts, or regular departures of steamship lines, 
or the name and address of the Gentleman Usher to the Sword of State—all these will be 
found in the London Direétory. It is surprising how many apparently exotic and unusual 
enquiries may be answered almost immediately by reference to the index of some annual 
publication or other quick-reference book. 

This then is the first step in all a€tual reference work—the fullest use of annuals, direétories, 
encyclopedias. If annuals and diretories fail one, the next step is the encyclopedia. The 
Britannica, the Dictionary of National Biography, several of the other standard encyclopedias 
(and there are authoritative encyclopedias on almost every subject), all give bibliographies 
to their articles ; and the next step, if the information is not proclaimed in the encyclopedia 
itself, is to look up the works named in the bibliographies. Here, too, one’s own catalogue 
comes into use. For the reference library a detailed classified catalogue, well-referenced, is 
an essential tool. It refers from any subjeé& to other books on related topics, any one of 
which may contain the information required. Bibliography references in the catalogue are 
particularly useful. And again, having looked up all the books which have any bearing on 
one’s subjeét, these books, in turn, may lead one to further fields of investigation, through 
footnotes, lists of authorities, etc. In all cases, of course (even in encyclopedias), the assistant 
goes first to the index. It is surprising to how few people it occurs to use the index to the 
Britannica, and how much use may be made of it in following up related topics. 

Then the next step, if the information sought so far still eludes one, is the consultation 
of various library catalogues, of book lists and bibliographies. Here again the specialised 
literary knowledge of the reference assistant must come into use. The classified catalogues 
of the greater libraries may suggest new fields of research—the Science Guild lists, the National 
Book Council bibliographies, the London Library catalogue, etc. Indexes to periodicals 
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may then come into use. Notes and Queries, the Times Index (if one can geta time-factor 
into one’s research), the Connoisseur, etc. Until gradually the result emerges. 

It is useful to keep a file of odd and unusual information supplied, with a record of 
the place where it was found. 

There is yet another field of reference work, which is very specialised—namely, the 
provision of local information. This should be part of the equipment and service of every 
reference library, but the method of dealing with queries will depend largely on the area 
concerned. Many libraries index their local information on cards, and colleé and file every 
local faét and document. Reference is then easy. It is useful to make special indexes to 
the older local histories, and to the transaétions of one’s local archzological and other societies, 
and to make use of the help of local enthusiasts. But as I have said, enquiries as to local 
history and topography, except that they will often start with the local Victoria County History, 
will follow rather special lines in different areas. 

Reference work as a whole, however, is a fascinating exercise in the art of detection, 
the pursuit of a series of clues through a maze of irrelevant information. Even the “ red 
herrings ” may often be of use and interest ! 


Oa Not Making Our Libraries Attractive. 
By Butt (Rugby Public Library). 


ARE there librarians in our ranks who are unduly preoccupied with the “ problem ” of how 
to make their libraries more “ attractive” ? 1 say unduly with deliberation, hoping to justify 
the adverb. 

I recently listened to a suggestion that seems to typify an attitude that is, to me, rather 
disturbing. The idea brought forward had for its objeé& the popularising of the small library. 
It was, briefly, that one room, that first entered by the borrower, should contain only the 
“ attractive” books; the remainder, presumably unattractive, were to be conveniently but 
unobtrusively housed in an adjacent room. 

Apart from theoretical reasons, the practical disadvantages of such a scheme are sufficient 
to condemn it. The classified arrangement of books is difficult enough for the user to 
master without introducing an unnecessary second sequence. And “attractiveness” is too 
personal and unreliable a criterion to govern the division. Who is to judge of a book’s 
qualities of attraction? The omniscient librarian? Presumably many volumes would 
enjoy a period in the limelight before being “ invalided out.” The arrangement would 
involve additional work, confusion and waste of time in finding a particular book when required. 

I am not, however, concerned with the impraéticality of such a notion, but with the 
attitude of mind that underlies it—an attitude towards the public which savours unpleasantly 
of the condescending, a development of the donkey-and-the-carrot idea (but who is the 
donkey ?). 

If we provide the best possible selection of books and the best possible service, and make 
our resources known, elaborate schemes of enticement are superfluous. We do not entice 
people into a place of worship by meeting them on the threshold with foot warmers and 
cups of tea. Neither need we lure them into the house of knowledge by a superficial attraétive- 
ness, in an attempt to trick them into staying for the sermon. If people want to read and are 
given the opportunity, they will read. But if they find no pleasure in reading, they will not, 
and who are we to dictate the use of leisure ? 

Of all professions, that of librarianship should, and does, teach humility. We are 
continually witnessing members of that despised “ public ” forcing their way into the strong- 
holds of learning, pursuing their particular subjeéts to the extremities and beyond. We 
can help them to plan out their route but, destined to be Jacks of all subjeéts, we cannot 
accompany them far. Again, we may prove instrumental in helping some of our borrowers 
to progress in their reading tastes, but the influence is individual and must be exercised 
individually. Mass conversion is neither possible nor even desirable in the world of books. 
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A Comparison of Services 
By A. D. Roserts (Birmingham Public Libraries). 


THe material for this comparison between the services of five of our largest municipal 
libraries has been obtained from their annual reports and from notes I made during brief, 
informal visits. Omissions and inconsistencies must be explained by the faét that the informa- 
tion I recorded was far from complete for the idea of this article had not occurred to me. 
I have used the annual reports for 1934-35 for variations in the figures from year to year 
are not normally very great. It should be remembered, however, that both Sheffield and 
Manchester opened new central libraries in 1934. 


The whole organisation of a large library system is affected by the amount of centralisa- 
tion in force. It is immediately obvious that a certain amount of centralisation, at least, is 
in the interests of economy and efficiency ; exactly how much | am not prepared to suggest 
here, for I wish merely to describe practice with a minimum of comment. The system in 
Birmingham is almost entirely decentralised and the congested state of the present central 
library would make radical changes very difficult at the moment. At Leeds, Liverpool and 
Manchester order work, classification and cataloguing are done by a central staff. Book- 
seleétion, too, may be centralised to a certain extent. The duties of the librarians of the 
lending libraries and their inspector differ accordingly. In Birmingham the inspeéor visits 
the larger branches weekly and the smaller ones fortnighly at a specified time and in addition 
to dealing with replacements, additions to property, etc., has to check all the classification, 
cataloguing, and the books for binding. The visits of the superintendent at Leeds are not 
so frequent and are not made at specified times. 


In Birmingham we have a regular weekly meeting at the Central Library at which the 
city librarian, his deputy, the inspeétor and the branch librarians are present. A cyclostyled 
weekly list of minutes containing new instructions is distributed and indexed at each 
branch so that a Staff manual is being constantly revised. Lists of new defaulting 
borrowers are incorporated. At Manchester the city librarian has occasional conferences 
with the heads of departments and his instructions are distributed by the van. At Liverpool 
they appear roughly once a month. At Leeds the branch librarians visit the Central Library 
every Friday morning to pay in the cash, see the branch superintendent and to colle& cards 
from the cataloguing section. A Staff manual, classified by Mr. Jast’s scheme, is in use. 
Wages are paid by the Treasurer’s Department at Leeds, Liverpool and Manchester. The 
salaries of those people in the branch libraries who are paid weekly are colleéted by the 
branch librarians at the weekly conference in Birmingham. 


Before dealing with other points on which I have gathered some comparative informa- 
tion it will be best to quote some figures from the annual reports. 
Birmingham Liverpool Manchester Sheffield Leeds 
Population «+ 1,002,413 .. 866,013 .. 754,600 .. 520,950 .. 485,000 
Cost of library service 
Income from rates .. £78,974 .. £63,009 .. £107,149 .. £46,952 .. £40,869 
Number of professional 
Staff 120 «« 98 os 141 
of expenditure 


Before entering the service at Manchester it is necessary to pass an examination set by 
the local authority which is regarded as being stiffer than matriculation. Here, too, people 
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with degrees have been recruited. The seleétion of new juniors, which has previously been 
left entirely to the judgment of the heads of corporation departments is about to be cen- 
tralised in Birmingham. Part-time, untrained assistants are employed at Liverpool and Leeds. 
At the latter place they obtain higher remuneration if they are in charge of a small branch. 
Leeds is ~~ over a large area and has, proportionately, the largest number of establish- 
ments under its control. The percentage expenditure on salaries is remarkably low at Liver- 
pool, probably due to the large number of non-professional people employed. 


Leeds is generous in allowing the staff to attend Library Association meetings in official 
time and paying part of their fares, while Birmingham allows a large number to attend the 
annual conference and pays the expenses of four in addition to those of the city librarian. 
The only figures of professional certificates I can give are as follows :— 


Fellows and Associates | Number of certificates 
of the L.A. held 

Birmingham .. os 68 ¢. 600 

Manchester... 33 260 


Book sELECTION— 


Birmingham Liverpool Manchester Sheffield Leeds 

Percentage expended : 
on binding .. 7.6 4.86 .. 6.25 


on —— and 


Birmingham’s annual expenditure on reference library books is by far the largest being 
nearly £4,000. In presenting the list of suggested additions to the committee Liverpool 
classifies them into broad groups with annotations. Suggestions for the Commercial Ref- 
erence Library are at the end. At Leeds one list covered both the reference and lending 
libraries and was divided as follows :—new, second-hand, standing orders, subscriptions and 
replacements, the books in each section being arranged in alphabetical order. I was struck 
by the large number of public suggestions made here ; 31 in one month for the central lending 
library alone. Periodicals at Leeds go before a special sub-committee which meets half- 
yearly. At Birmingham there is a special sub-committee for reference library books. The 
list of suggestions is classified as follows: general, Shakespeare, local, technical and com- 
mercial. Periodicals are considered by the Management Sub-Committee. 


The following are the figures for expenditure on binding :— 


Birmingham Liverpool Manchester Sheffield Leeds 
.. £532 .. £5got.... £2639 .. £2,706 


At Leeds a staff of two at the central library has to deal with both reference and lending 
library books. Periodicals are bound locally, while two outside firms deal with books to be 
bound in leather and cloth respeétively. Reference library binding is done by local firms 
in Birmingham, while one outside firm has a contraét for all the lending library binding. A 
staff of four deals with the reference library books and also handles the stationery and photostat 
work. Manchester naturally has a large section in the new central library where such aétivities 
as the printing of book-lists are carried out. At Sheffield a considerable amount of binding 
is done by the Stationery Department. 


My notes on cataloguing practice are very weak. Classified catalogues were more 
common than the dictionary type, while the card catalogue was, in general, preferred to the 
sheaf form. Liverpool, and Birmingham in a few branches, use sheaf catalogues. Reference 
library cataloguing is done on slips at both Birmingham and Leeds, but whereas the slips 
are destroyed when the cards are typed at Leeds they are kept for a duplicate catalogue at 
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Birmingham. This provides a convenient working tool for the cataloguing se&tion. Three 
copies of a typed list of subje& headings are in use at Leeds ; 25 copies are being made of a 
list for use in Birmingham ; 500 copies of a monthly list of additions are printed at Leeds 
and the colour of the cover is changed every month. 


REFERENCE SERVICE. 
The stocks of the reference departments are as follows :-— 
Birmingham Liverpool Manchester Sheffield Leeds 
424,000 256,244 302,300 65,107 114,889 


No useful purpose would be served by giving the issues here for the practices of the 
libraries concerned are too divergent. These figures show the difference between two extremes 
in reference library policy; Birmingham building up a large stock and never discarding, 
while Sheffield is restricting its main colleétion to books deemed of use for praétical working 
purposes. 

LENDING SERVICE. 
Birmingham Liverpool Manchefter Sheffield Leeds 
Stock of Central Lending over 
Library .. 72,969 .. motstated .. 100,000% .. 44,828 .. 47,733 
Annual Issues of Central 
Lending Library 493,183 .. 442,573 .. 411,369 .. 554,640 .. 522,265 
* Includes books in store. 


It is interesting to note that the two smallest towns have the largest issues from their 
central lending libraries. At Liverpool two of the branches have larger issues than the 
central lending department. There is no children’s room in the Liverpool central libraries 
and that at Birmingham is very poor. The issue would be much larger in Birmingham if the 
quarters were not so cramped. At Manchester there is a high proportion of non-fiction. 


Birmingham Liverpool Manchefter Sheffield Leeds 


Borrowers oo 362,006 .. 148,787 .. 193,348 227,319 .. 
Per cent. of Population .. 
Validity of ticket 2years .. z2years .. 2years .. 3 years .. I year 


It is interesting to note the effe& the difference which the period for which tickets are 
available has on the figures. Leeds, with its tickets valid for one year only records the lowest 
percentage of borrowers, yet it was obvious to me that this was not the case. The moral is, 
if you want accurate figures you must bother your public at least once a year and put up with 
the extra work. There is a large section of the public who only use the library occasionally. 
Tickets are 2d. each at Leeds and are issued from the Treasurer’s Department. Birmingham 
and Liverpool allow one fiction and one non-fiction ticket to each borrower, Manchester 
allows two non-fiction and Leeds six non-fiction as well as two fiction. Fines are 1d. for the 
first week and 2d. per week afterwards at Leeds, 2d. a week at Birmingham, 1d. a week at 
Manchester, and $d. a day at Liverpool. Reservation costs 1d. a week at Leeds and Manchester 
and is free at Liverpool. No books are reserved in Birmingham. Registration is decentralised 
in most places. Birmingham, Manchester and Liverpool all charge by the Dewey numbers, 
while accession numbers are used at Leeds. Most libraries stamp the date due back in pre- 
ference to the date of issue. Stocktaking is done annually in Birmingham and every three 
years at Liverpool. 

My notes on such interesting topics as committee work and children’s libraries are too 
chaotic to be of any value here. I can only conclude my little survey by apologising to 
Sheffield for the scant information I have included about their libraries for I had very little 
material to work on. Reading this article you will probably be reminded of the survey 
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which the Library Association is now conduéting. When it is over it is to be hoped that 
money will be forthcoming to enable the collated material to be published as the American 
Library Association survey was. The sh + oer English survey possesses many advantages 
over the American, which was conduéted by a questionnaire only and in which less than half 
the libraries bothered to reply. That the personal survey was, in our case, necessarily con- 
duéted by area rather than by type of library will probably result in a few omissions. More- 
over no one surveyor can be expected to heoenalily examine all the institutions in the short 
time at his disposal. I really hope, too, that a complete report will be presented on such 
interesting topics as local censorship. Without making the survey an inquisition the catalogues 
of the libraries examined should be checked for authors of repute likely to meet with local 
disapproval and also for a set number of standard works to judge the quality of the service 
supplied. A brief examination should also be made of the shelves themselves. All this 
would be the work of a few minutes. I am afraid that one of the large libraries I visited 
came off rather badly when | consulted the fiction catalogue, and the appalling stocks of some 
of the smaller libraries in the country are only too well known. 


National Bibliographies (Revised Edition) 
By R. A. Peppte. 


GREAT BRITAIN 
Part 1641-1936. 
Tue Stationers’ Registers for 1640 to 1708-9 have been published. 


STATIONERS’ COMPANY. Transcript of the Registers of the Company of 


Stationers of the City of London, 1640-1708. Edited by G. E. B. Eyre. 3 vols. 
London, 1913-14. 4to. 


This is unfortunately without an index. 


The period of the Civil War from 1640 to the year following the Restoration, 1661, is dealt 
with in 


BRITISH MUSEUM. Catalogue of the pamphlets, books, newspapers and 
manuscripts relating to the Civil War, the Commonwealth and Restoration colleéed 


by George Thomason, 1640-1661. [Edited by G. K. Fortescue.] 2 vols. 
London, 1908. 8vo. 
This catalogue is arranged chronologically by the events described. The newspapers are 
catalogued under each month of each year so that for each month may be seen a list of the 
newspapers available. An index of authors, titles and subjects is added. The work only 
includes the Thomason colleétion and does not catalogue the works of that period in the 


library apart from that collection. 


From 1668 to 1709 there were published lists of books issued during each law term. 
With great difficulty a set of these lists was collated by Dr. Arber and reprinted. 
ARBER (E.). The Term Catalogues, 1668-1709. 3 vols. London, 1903-06. 4to. 
The three volumes are each indexed separately. There is a title index followed by the general 
index which includes authors, printers, publishers, subjeés, etc. 
The eighteenth century remains the most obscure of any period of English bibliography. 
In 1910 there was issued anonymously 
STATIONERS’ COMPANY. An Index of Titles and Proprietors of Books entered 
in the Book of Registry of the Stationers’ Company from 28 Apr., 1710 to 30 Dec., 
1773- IgIo. 
This work does not appear to be in the British Museum Library. 


Sea 
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The only general catalogue is 
BENT (W.). A general catalogue of books, 1700-1786. London, 1786. 8vo. 
This is an alphabetical catalogue by authors, but of course is very imperfeé&. The books of 
the last few years of the century are to be found in 
BENT (W.). The London catalogue of Books, corrected to August, 1811. 
London, 1811. 8vo. 


but these catalogues do not give the date of publication and are of very little value. 


From the year 1801 the series of catalogues of English books is complete as regards those 
works registered in the trade bibliographies. 

PEDDIE (R. A.) and WADDINGTON (Q.). The English Catalogue of books, 

1801-1836. London, 1914. 8vo. 

This includes in one alphabet, author, title and subje& entries of the books of the period, 
giving the details of date, publisher’s name, etc. 

LOW (S.). The English Catalogue of books, 1835-1863. London, 1864. 8vo. 

1863-1872. London, 1873. 8vo. 

1872-1880. London, 1882. 8vo. 

1881-1889. London, 1891. 8vo. 


These four volumes are author catalogues and give particulars of date, etc., which are not 
found in the earlier catalogues. There are subje& catalogues with index titles and topics 
as follows :— 
LOW (S.). Index to the British Catalogue of books, 1837-1857. 
London, 1858. 8vo. 
LOW (S.). Index to the English Catalogue of books. 1856-1876. 
London, 1876. 8vo. 
1874-1880. London, 1884. 8vo. 
1881-1889. London, 1893. 8vo. 


The volumes for the later years are arranged differently. The index entries are incorporated 

with the author entries in one volume and in one alphabet and therefore the work is much 

handier to consult. The volume referred to above for the years 1801-1836 is on this plan 
and ranges in every respe& with these later volumes. 

THE ENGLISH CATALOGUE of books, 1890-1897. London, 1898. 8vo. 

1898-1900. London, 1901. 8vo. 

IQOI-1905. London, 1906. 8vo. 

1906-1910. London, 1911. 8vo. 

IQII-I915. London, 1916. 8vo. 

1916-1920. London, 1921. 8vo. 

1921-1925. London, 1926. 8vo. 

1926-1930. London, 1931. 8vo. 

1931-1935. London, 1936. 8vo. 


The annual volume brings the series up to date. 
THE ENGLISH CATALOGUE of books. London, Annual. 8vo. 


During the last ten years there has been issued quarterly, six-monthly and annually 
WHITAKER’S Cumulative Book List. 
This is arranged in classified order with indexes of titles and authors. 


The many gaps in this list of the registers of British publications must be filled up by reference 
to the general bibliographies, Lowndes’ Bybliographers’ Manual of English Literature, Watt’s 
Bibliotheca Britannica, and Hazlitt’s Collections and Notes. 
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For the period 1842 to 1907 the entries in the Register of the Stationers’ Company have 
been indexed in 
STATIONERS’ COMPANY. Index of Entries (Literary) in the Book of Registry 
of the Company, 1842-1884 (1884-1897; 1897-1902; 1902-1907). § vols. 
London, 1896-1907. Folio. 
Of these volumes it is believed there are only three copies available. These are in the Record 
Office, the Library of Congress and the office of the Stationers’ Company. They are not 
to be found in the British Museum Library. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

The Margate conference was undistinguished to the point of mediocrity. If its mediocrity 
was symbolic of the apathetic indifference into which the profession is subsiding, then the 
sooner you and I and all the rest of the old stagers are peacefully cultivating our gardens, 
on our share of the accumulated product of the local superannuation fund, the better. It 
will also take me some time to recover from the reports of the treatment allotted to Negro 
librarians at the A.L.A. conference at Richmond. In England apathy, in America race 
prejudice and reaction, in Europe subservience to the 


Concrete MyrHOLOGY 

of the totalitarian state—just where does the modern librarian stand or kneel ? Our Presidential 
address this year restated the ideals of the founders of the English public library movement 
and discussed how far our modern policy falls short of their ideals. But even if it were still 
entirely in accordance with theirs, would it be suitable for the world of 1936? They lived 
in a period of expansion in the widest sense, ours is an age of restriction. Our time may be 
a period of halting to take breath, but it is even more likely to prove the harbinger of a new 
dark age. The experience of the last few years has shown that civilization has put no more 
than a veneer on primitive man. Veneered furniture may look well enough for a time but 
it wears badly aod a quite accidental blow will remove large strips of surface, exposing the 
crude grain beneath. If you have not yet seen the film 


“ THINGs TO CoME” 

then take your first opportunity of doing so. Film in such a manifestation is an exciting art 
and, even if you can only sympathise half-heartedly with the new world depicted, don’t forget 
the implied moral in the first half. Public libraries have done much excellent veneering and 
french polishing but they have done nothing more. I would rather that all the popularizing, 
in company with the B.B.C., of art, music and literature had never been done, if only a deep- 
rooted belief in reason could have been substituted. But last night the wireless news bulletin 
gave first place of importance to cricket and tennis news and left over the progress of the 
Spanish civil war, an event of real importance, until later. Would to God that nine-tenths 
of the human tace might be obliterated to-morrow if the remaining tenth would set about 
building that new world civilization based on reason rather than on kings and States and 
empires, that millions of years of biological development might lead us to expeét. 

But this is all too serious for my letter here and, besides, the Editor wants me to write 
about reference libraries. Is there anything left to say? Is there any chance that celestial 
theories will ever be related to terrestrial faé ? 

A good reference library should not be too large. If its aétivities demand size, then 
departmentalization is obvious. It should be well-lighted, both by sun and Edison, quite 
free from the gloom which facilitates the growth of that spirit of 


Superstitious AwE 
so necessary in churches, but alien to learning. Its stock should be imposing but not ponderous 
and.devoid of those serried ranks of unwanted donations which drag down the best library 
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BOOKS 
BOUND IN 


ARE BOUND TO LAST?! 
The unique qualities of “Rexine” ensure the long life of any 
volume bound in it. 

Scratchproof, stainproof and waterproof, “‘Rexine” retains its 
original freshness despite constant handling, and superficial dirt 
can be removed by means of a damp cloth. 

“Rexine” costs a little more than some other binding materials, but it 
compares favourably when the attractive appearance, longer life and 
consequently the greater selling value are taken into consideration. 
There are dozens of patterns from which fo choose and samples will 
gladly be sent on request. 


66 ae 
SPECIFY 
1.C.1. (REXINE) LTD. 
COVERS 


London Office: 60 Wilson St., 
Finsbury, E.C.2 R.A.502 
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to the level of the establishments which display china, furniture, glass, books and other items 
of ancient manufacture. Many reference libraries are also 


Junk SHops 


but suffer more since it is illegal, curiously enough, to remove the stock. A good set of quick 
reference books, annuals, etc., in the latest editions are more useful than ancient works of 
doubtful scholarship and origin. And the staff . . . Studious young men, obviously learned 
in the art and craft of indexing, press clipping and cataloguing, rather like the innocents in 
the Eno advertisements, sallow and obviously far more in need of 


Gop’s Fresu AIR 


than new knowledge of Bliss. And then the ladies . . . Still studious and wearing those 
awful horn rims which turn the prettiest face into a kind of caricature of the human race. 


I believe that the reference library has a very real part to play in the gradual transforma- 
tion of this ridiculous young old world into a place of freedom and opportunity. It is still 
the most difficult department to which to attraé the reader : hundreds of people in the average 
town never set foot in it. Why not then staff it with the beauties of one’s staff. A beautiful 
face will always attract the opposite sex. Even the dullest of our readers will develop an 
interest in fossils, sea life or any old thing if a beautiful lady is there to attend to his every 
(bibliographical) need. And if the local marriage rate rises—well there are always more 
beauties. A profession with a high marriage rate will always attraét the beautiful bachelor 
girl. I feel that the reference staff should be recruited more for beauty than for scholarship. 
Any fool can mug up literature, classification and the rest of it—not even a famous beauty 
parlour can bring out beauty where there is none. Ladies, enclose a photograph in your 
next application. 

How my pen runs away with me. These sentiments are those of a young man and not 
of a hale and hearty old chief and a Greek. But, my friend, Greek may be Greek—a beautiful 
face needs no translation. Says Mr. Shera, “ The future hope of the A.L.A. rests with its 
youth and its youth is hopeless.” Nay, Sir, if we are to believe our English poet, truth and 
beauty are synonymous terms. Let us have more truth in our libraries and the future will 
be secure. 

One final word. I expect you have read Mr. Headicar’s Library of the Future. 1 liked 
his chapter on the L.A. and particularly these sentences : 


“Another point which has impressed itself upon me is the failure of the Council to 
recognise ability outside its own members. I am not reflecting, I hope, upon the qualifications 
and ability of those members, far from it. But I think it should be recognised that when 
enquiries, missions, visits and so forth have to be made, the composition of the bodies res- 
ponsible should be made up of the mos# qualified persons for the purpose, whether members 
of the Council or not. It certainly ought not to be assumed that the qualifications of the 
members of the Council om a// subjects are superior to other members of the Association 
outside the Council.””? 


Bravo, Mr. Headicar—lead me to the barricades ! 


Vale ! 


EurIPIDEs. 


'The recent selection of men and women by the Council to make the “ Rockefeller 
survey ” of libraries is a complete disproof of Mr. Headicar’s assertion.—Ep. L.W. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LerreRS ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, Tue Lisrary Wor p.] 
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Books and Documents: 


Dating, Permanence and Preservation. 


By Dr. Junius Grant, M.Sc., 
Demy 8vo. Cloth. Illustrated. _ ros. 6d. net. 


Scope of the Work. 


It is the author’s hope that this work will have a three-fold appeal—at least. 
Firstly, he trusts that it will prove helpful and interesting to librarians, colleétors 
and antiquaries, and in faé& to all those members of the general public who are 
sufficiently fond o° books and documents to want to know something of the 
age, history and origin of the materials which comprise them, the extent to which 
these materials are likely to resist the ravages of time, and the best ways of assisting 
them to do so. Secondly, the book is addressed to scientific workers, amateur 
or professional, whether engaged in academic or industrial pursuits, whose work 
involves a study of these same matters as scientific problems; and thirdly, to 
all those concerned with the manufacture and produétion of books, or documents, 
namely, paper-makers, ink-manufacturers, printers, binders, publishers;—and of 
course authors. 


Contents. 


Part I.—The Dating of Books and Documents. Chapter II.—Paper Making, from the Point 
Chapter I.—The History of Paper Making. of View of Permanence. 
Chapter II.—Dating Evidence from Paper. from the 
Chapter III.—Dating Evidence from Ink and 
other Sources. Chapter IV.—TeSts for the Permanence of 


‘ Chapter V.—The Influence of Light, Heat 
Chapter V.—Fluorescence in Ultra-Violet 


Light as a Simple Aid to the Dating and “soph 
Examination of Books and Documents. Chapter VI.—The Permanence of Bindings. 
Chapter VII.—The Seleétion and Specification 
Part IT.—The Permanence and Preservation of Books of Permanent Papers and Inks. 
and Documents. Chapter VIII.—Permanent Records. Methods 
Chapter I.—The Nature of the Problem. of the Future. 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell St., LONDON, W.C.1 
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Personal News 


Mr. H. W. Charles Elliott, A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, of Greenwich Public Libraries, to 
be Grade A. Assistant at Lambeth Public 
Libraries. 

Mr. W. J. Lowles, F.L.A., Assistant, St. 
Marylebone Public Libraries, to be Grade A. 
Assistant at Lambeth Public Libraries. 


Library Topics 
The Editor of Tue Lrsrary would be glad if 

Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 

relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 

Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 

first of each month.| 

BERMONDSEY.—From the Public Lib- 
raries comes a very handy “ Guide to the 
Public Libraries and Their Use.” It is well 
illustrated and the information is attractively 
arranged. 

BRENTFORD AND CHISWICK.—In The 
Fordwick—the quarterly magazine of the 
Public Libraries for July—is an article by 
John Brophy, the well known novelist, on 
“ Reading.” 

BRIGHTON.—During July and August an 
exhibition of paintings, pastels and drawings 
by the late Beatrice How, together with a selec- 
tion of Japanese and other prints, was held at 
the Public Art Galleries. 

CHESTERFIELD.—Since 1928 the issues 
from the Public Libraries have increased from 
169,231 to the present issue of 424,809 
volumes issued during the year ended 31st 
March last. This is indeed excellent work. 
The Chesterfield journal The Bookshelf too is 
worthy of praise as a good example of the 
library journal. 

COLNE.—It is intended during the forth- 
coming year to erect a Juvenile Library, and 
also to transfer the Museum to larger premises 
and increase the stock. 

COVENTRY.—In The Coventry Bookshelf 
for July-August, as well as the usual list of 
additions, is a continuation of the notes on the 
contents and special features of some commer- 
cial and technical periodicals. 

CROYDON.—During July-August the fine 
timbered roof of Braithwaite Hall, the Croydon 
Public Libraries Reference Department, awas 
cleaned. This room is one of the most delight- 
ful reading rooms in London. 
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DARLINGTON.—The Record and Booklist 
for July gives as usual a useful list of additions 
of new books and is well arranged. 

HYDE.—In The Hyde Bookman for July is a 
very good list of books on Sport. 

LEEDS.—The Public Libraries have issued 
a little booklet for distribution to children 
leaving school, entitled You Are Now Leaving 
School, giving particulars of the library facilities 
available. It should prove of real value in 
retaining for the adult library so many of 
those children who even when at school were 
regular users of the junior library, yet imme- 
diately on leaving break away from the service. 

LEICESTER.—The Public Libraries and 
Museum have had a busy summer. In the 
reference library has been held an exhibition 
of the works of Erasmus, whose fourth 
centenary falls this year. The Art Gallery has 
acquired works by Etty, Peter de Wint and 
Constable, and to the Schools Loan Colleétion 
in the Museum have been added a series of 
cases to represent “Design in Everyday 
Objects.” 

LONDON.—The Association of Special 
Libraries and Information Bureaux are holding 
their annual conference this year at Balliol 
College, Oxford, from September 18th-z21st. 
The President-Ele& is Dr. Cyril Norwood, 
who has chosen for the subject of his presi- 
dential address ‘‘ The Library in the School.” 
Among other speakers during the week-end 
will be Mr. B. M. Headicar, Professor A. M. 
Carr-Saunders, and Mr. John Grierson. 

MANCHESTER. — The Greenwood 
Library for Librarians was presented to 
Manchester in 1904 by Thomas Greenwood, 
whose wish was that it should be extended 
so as to be of the greatest possible service to 
Librarians, Library Assistants, and anyone 
taking a recognised course in Librarianship. 
By the terms of the bequest all the books in 
the Library are, under certain conditions and 
with relatively few exceptions, freely available 
on loan for use by accredited library workers. 
As the Library now consists of more than 
20,000 volumes dealing with library economy, 
bibliography, printing and book produétion, 
its importance to the student of librarianship 
can hardly be over-emphasised. 

Additions to the Library are continually 
being purchased with the interest accruing 
from a legacy of £5,000 left by Mr. Greenwood 
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for this purpose, and in addition, many 
librarians send copies of their publications for 
inclusion in the Library, but there are many 
other library publications that are not received. 
Librarians please note. 

NORWICH.—In the Readers’ Guide of the 
Public Libraries for July-September is a list of 
books by and about the late G. K. Chesterton. 

RUGBY.—New Books is still one of the 
most pleasingly produced bulletins. We would 
suggest that—especially in the case of technical 
books—the date of publication should be 

iven. 

SUNDERLAND.—The Public Art Gallery 
has had since July 28th an exhibition of Draw- 
ings by the late Arthur Watts. This exhibition 
is exactly the same as that held in the Fine Art 
Society Galleries, London, and opened by 
H. G. Wells, and has been lent dire& to 
Sunderland. 

TODMORDEN.—The journal just to hand 
is full of interest. There are articles on 
Todmorden Hall, and on Dickens and the 
Pickwick Papers, and on the Municipal 
Eleétricity Department. This latter is, we 
think, out of place in a library bulletin. 

WEST HAM.—From West Ham comes a 
“ Catalogue of Books in all the Libraries on 
the Theory and Practice of Politics.” It is in 
two parts—authors and subjeét—and is one 
of the best of such catalogues that we have 
seen for some time. Surely the dates of publi- 
cation should have been given ? 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTrELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


BIRKENHEAD Public Libraries, Williamson Art 
Gallery and Museum.—Report for year 
ending March 318t, 1936. Librarian and 
Curator, R. W. Lynn. Population, 147,946. 
Stock: Lending, 45,407; Reference, 
28,188; Junior, 3,403.. Branches, 16,512 ; 
Reserve, 1,071. Additions, 11,345. Wéith- 
drawals, 12,486. Issues: Lending, 302,559 ; 
Reference, 24,488 ; Junior, 41,651 ; Branches, 
263,213. Borrowers’ tickets in force, 
21,340. Branches, 4. 

The year being reviewed covers the first full year 
in the history of the new Central Library. Book issues 
eStablished a new circulation record, being 20,789 more 
than in the year previous. Nearly half of the total 
increase were non-fictional works. There was a general 
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Every Librarian who Cares for the 
English Tradition of Poetry 
should buy 


The Poems of 
Sir William Watson 
1878-1935 


“There was distinction in everything he 


wrote ; so much so that it is impossible 
to believe that the recognition which is 


his due will not yet be his. . . . In this 
selection of his poetry, who knows but 
that many to whom this has been but a 
name will learn to delight in his unjustly 
neglected verse ? ’’— Morning Post. 7/6 net. 


HARRAP 
182 High Holborn, London, W.C.1 


increase in all adult lending libraries, but all the junior 
departments returned decreased issues, The unsatis- 
factory condition of the work with children was again 
brought to the notice of the Committee and it was 
decided to reorganize the present system, but the 
necessary provision in the estimates was disapproved, 
and this important development therefore remains in 
abeyance. In spite of the greater attraction of the new 
Central Library the branches all continue to make 
excellent progress. The present year has witnessed the 
commencement of building operations in conneétion 
with the Committee’s programme of new branch 
libraries. The ere€tion of the Upton Branch was begun 
in November last, while a site for a library on the 
Woodchurch Estate has been secured. During the 
year visitors to the Art Gallery numbered 22,778. 


Hornsey Public Libraries.—37th Annual Re- 
port, 1935-1936. Borough Librarian, J. G. 
Faraday. Population, 95,523. Rate, 2.561d. 
Income from Rate, £10,542. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 71,241; Reference, 4,618. Additions, 
11,140. Withdrawals, 9,743. Issues: 
Lending, 548,610; Children’s Library, 


102,427. Borrowers, 18,586; extra tickets, 


12,064. Branches, 3. 

A subStantial increase in the use of serious litera- 
ture, and a big drop in the circulation of fiétion are 
among the main points of interest in the above Report. 
The classes embracing history, travel, science and 
The continued 


biography show the greatest increases. 
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popularity of scientific and technical works generally 
is also a matter specially noted. An extra ticket for 
music has been allowed borrowers and many have 
accepted this privilege. The branch libraries are 
rapidly becoming more popular and two of them last 
year recorded extended circulation. The work of the 
Central Library is still carried on under great difficulty 
owing to the inadequacy of the accommodation, and 
the Committee express the hope that borrowers will 
not have to wait much longer for the provision of a 
library worthy of a progressive Borough like Hornsey. 
Leeps Public Libraries—Annual Report of 
the Libraries and Arts Committee, 1935- 
1936. City Librarian, R. J]. Gordon, F.L.A. 
Population, 486,250. Rate, 3.156d. Income 
from Rate, £42,364. Stock: Lending, 
48,638; Reference, 117,326; Commercial 
and Technical Library, 17,091 ; Circulating 
Department, 5,733; Branches, 155,487. 
Additions, 35,183. Withdrawals, 24,172. 
Issues: Lending, 521,647; Reference, 
88,304 ; Commercial and Technical, 31,485 ; 
Branches, 2,832,317; Junior reading rooms, 
193,942; Newsrooms, 8,802. Borrowers, 
64,909 ; tickets in force, 146,449. Branches, 
21. 

The service of the libraries continues to give every 
satisfaction. Development of the Committee’s activities 
during the past year has proceeded quietly and steadily. 
The use of the Central Library in its admirable new 
quarters has been well maintained, and its issues of 
over half a million books is testimony to the efficiency 
of the service. The majority of the branch libraries 
have continued to make progress, but several south of 
the river have suffered severely through the removal 
of many of the population to other distriéts consequent 
upon the extensive housing demolition in that area. 
Some slight compensation for this may be found in the 
faét that it has been considered necessary to open an 
evening library service in a fresh distri. nsideration 
is being given to the needs for library provision in other 

rts of the city. The total number of books circu- 
ted during the year showed a slight increase over the 
previous year when a rather large decrease was recorded. 
A series of classes in Librarianship was inaugurated 
among the Staff, and members of the Staffs of neighbour- 
ing libraries were also invited to join. Fifteen members 
of the Staff who attended these classes were successful in 
passing in the various sections of the L.A. examinations. 
NorrinGHaM Public Libraries and Museum.— 
Annual Report, 1935-1936. City Librarian, 
Duncan Gray, F.L.A. Population, 268,800. 
Approximate total stock, 175,000. Issues : 
Lending, 367,536; Reference, 46,692 ; Chil- 
dren’s Library, 37,873; Distri&t Libraries, 
397,106; Schools, 47,142. Borrowers, 
28,474. Distriét Libraries, 8. 

During the year just closed the Committee have 
been considering the — of bringing a greater 
measure of equality of service to the existing distri& 
libraries as compared with the services at the Central. 
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They have also made a survey of the city as a whole in 
order to determine what additional buildings and 
services are necessary to equate as far as possible library 
provision throughout the city. ~ bookstocks at 
the distri& libraries are to be revised and a more up-to- 
date supply provided as far as funds permit. It was 
decided to devote £300 annually to the re-painting and 
re-decoration of the libraries which will ensure the 
re-decoration of all buildings at intervals of about 
five years. A number of rules governing the libraries 
have been revised. Borrowers are now allowed fourteen 
days for keeping books for home reading, and a system 
of book reservation has been adopted. The new regu- 
lations also provide for a closer linking of the Central 
and distri@ libraries. The problem of library facilities 
for children is to be tackled during the present year. 

The book circulation from the whole of the libraries 

during the past year was increased by nearly 50,000 

when compared with the year previous. Mr, S. J. 

Kirk, Deputy Librarian, has retired after 52 years’ 

service with the Corporation. 

Nuneaton Public Libraries.—Special Report 
of the Librarian on the first year’s work of 
the re-organized service. Borough Librarian, 
John Stuffins, F.L.A. Population, 46,305. 
Rate, 2.25d. Income from Rate, £1,900. 
Stock, 11,363. Additions, 4,317. With- 
drawals, 1,230. Issues: Lending, 81,795 ; 
Junior, 18,527. Borrowers, 4,462; extra 
tickets, 1,950. Branches, 2. 
The first year of the re-organized library service 
was completed on December 318t last. During this 
year Over 100,000 books were circulated as compared 
with 58,000 in 1933, the highest total previously 
recorded. The number of adult readers has been 
doubled, while junior borrowers are now four times 
as many as before. A special effort to increase the 
bookstock was necessary to cope with this great influx 
of juvenile readers, and by the end of the year there 
was a trifle over one book per child available. These 
great Strides in the work of the library are putting a 
great Strain on the accommodation, which is now totally 
inadequate in all departments. This has been recog- 
nised by the Borough Council who have approved a 
scheme for the ereétion of a new central library, a site 
for which is being sought after. The stock of the branch 
libraries was renewed with an entirely fresh selection 
from the Central Library. The Committee gratefully 
acknowledge the grant of {£700 from the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trustees, which is for book purchase 
and will be spread over three years. é 
Ricumonp (Surrey) Public Library.—s55th 
Annual Report. Borough Librarian, A. Cecil 
Piper, F.L.A. Population, 39,276. Rate, 
1,68d. Income from Rate, £3,536. Stock : 
Lending, 41,555 ; Reference, 25,886. Addi- 
tions, 2,115. Withdrawals, 474. Issues: 
Lending, 129,346; Reference, 17,170 ; open 
shelves (estimated), 25,000 ; Junior, lending, 
21,960 ; Junior, reference, 5,888. Borrowers 
7,208 ; extra tickets, 3,555. 

A special feature in a year of notable achievement 
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In the Press. 


Brown’s Manual 
of Library Economy 


Edited and newly revised by W. C. Berwick SAyYERs. 
Fifth edition. Demy 8vo. Cloth. Illus. 30s. net. 


Scope of the Work. 


For thirty-three years this standard work has been the principal text- 
book on library economy in this country. A FIFTH EDITION is an event 
of considerable importance, and every advantage has been taken of the 
opportunity it affords to bring the work abreast of modern thought and 
practice. 


Critics have declared that librarianship has developed so rapidly and 
with so many ramifications that one book cannot contain it all. Into 
the multiplicity of detai/ the MaNuat does not enter, but it does give, what 
at all times librarians have required, a comprehensive view of the work of 
the librarian, sufficiently full for practical use, and for a thorough apprecia- 
tion of all the problems involved. The fac that every text-book since has 
expressed some debt to this work is positive proof of its value. 


Every chapter has been revised; obsolete matter has been omitted, 
as have definitely controversial topics ; and there is considerable new material 
on co-operation, planning, lighting, decoration, printing, and the recent 
county developments. 


The work has been completely re-set in modern style, with many new 
illustrations, and the publishers have made every effort to keep it fully worthy 
of its high reputation. 


Contents. 


Introduction. Rules and Regulations. 
slation. Lending Department. Registration—Issue 
and their Work. Methods—Digtribution. 
Finance, Loans and Accounts—Statistics and Reference Department. General—Local Col- 
Reports le&tions—Commercial Department—Technical 
Staff. The Librarian—Assistants—Associations. | Department. 
Buildings and Equipment. Fixtures—Fittings— Library Work with Children, and the Library 
Shelving — — the School. 
and Decoration. County Libraries. 
Book Selection. Accession Methods. A National Library Service. The National 
Classification. Filing—Indexing. Central Library and its outliers; regional 
Maintenance. Stationery—Printing—Book- syStems, etc.; and their relation with all 
binding—Repairing. types of libraries. 


GRAFTON & CO. (Frank Hamel), Coptic House, 51, Great Russell Street 
London, W.C.1, England. Cable Address : Copticity, London. Inland Telegrams : 
Copticity, Westcent, London. Telephone: Holborn 6o 50. 
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was the decision to form a colleétion of books and 
other material dealing with the life of the great navigator, 
Captain George Vancouver, R.N., who is buried in 
Petersham Churchyard. Many items have already been 
purchased and donated, some of them coming from 
British Columbia and the United States. As a reciprocal 
gesture the Libraries Committee recommended to the 
Town Council that an oil painting of Petersham Church 
and Churchyard should be presented to the City of 
Vancouver. This is to be carried out. Another out- 
standing event was the “ Book Week,” organised in 
the Junior Library, which created a great deal of 
interest in the town. All departments of the library 
showed increased issues compared with the previous 
year. The Hospital Library continues its good work 
among the patients. The Reference Library is being 
used more and more, while the Junior library appears 
to be more popular than ever. 


The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep Bariow. 


Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
= unique. Its purpose is not only to 

ting together each month the titles of books 


FOYLES 


Booksellers to the World 


Hundreds of 

Librarians use 

and recommend 
our service 


119-1256 CHARING CROSS RD. 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone : Gerrard 5660 (twelve lines) ~ 


recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 


Anson (Sir W. R.) The Law and Custom of 
the Constitution. V. 2, The Crown. Ed. 4, 
by A. B. Keith. 1935. O.U.P. 30s. 

The third edition was issued in 1907 and has long 
been out of print. The many and great changes of the 
intervening years have now been incorporated together 
with certain matters deliberately omitted by the author, 
who held that they had been adequately dealt with by 
Dicey, whose work is now twenty years out of date. 
The present edition is in two volumes. 


BarEDEKER (Karl) Germany: a handbook for 
railway travellers and motorists. 1936, 
Allen and Unwin. 17s. 

Although Baedeker’s Germany was first published 

in 1842 there has been no single volume edition cover- 
the whole of the country available for some con- 
rable time and the separate volumes on the Rhine 
and Berlin now are out of print. The present edition 
covers everything in Germany that is of interest to the 
ordinary traveller and caters specially for the motorist. 

In addition to a single sheet road map of the country 

details are given of the new special motor roads now 

under construction. The whole of the information has 
been brought right up-to-date and a plan of the 

Olympic Stadium at Berlin i is given. Of all the Baedeker 

— books available this will have, perhaps, the 

largest appeal to English holiday makers at the present 

time. 

Dutron (R.) and Howpen (A.) English 
Country Houses open to the Public. Ed. 2. 
1936. Allen and Unwin. 53s. 


About twenty pages of new material has been 
added to the edition of 1934. 


Denny (G. G.) Fabrics : definitions of fabrics, 
practical textile tests, classification of fabrics. 
Ed. 4. 1936. Lippincott. gs. 

Since the last revision of 1928 there have been con- 
siderable changes in the textile industry. Rayon, 
almost unknown when the book was first published in 
1923, has become a very serious rival to cotton, wool 
and silk. Definitions new to the trade are all in- 
corporated and trade names are indicated. Whilst all 
the modern fabrics are listed those that have become 
obsolete are shown as such. There has also been 
revision of the chapter on textile tests. 


Gores (Charles) The Church and the Ministry. 
Ed. 5. 1936. S.P.C.K. tos. 6d. 


Dr. Gore’s well known book, first published in 
1886, was revised by C. H. Turner in 1919. The present 


editor, G. L. Prestige, has made but the smallest 
changes in the text, but has incorporated a detailed 
criticism by Bishop Gore of Dr. Streeter’s The Primitive 
Church, which adopted a different view from that set 
forth in this book. 


8 


woe 


rics, 
rics, 


n con- 
ayon, 
ned in 
wool 
ll in- 
all 
-come 


been 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Horner (J. G.) Diétionary of Terms used in 
the Theory and Practice of Mechanical 
Engineering. Ed. 6.. 1936. Technical 
Press. 12s. 6d. 

This well-known specialist diétionary has been 
in use for a number of years and its value is now en- 
hanced by the addition of almost a hundred pages of 
new terms. Some of these represent omissions from 
the earlier editions but the bulk of the terms are new 
due to the changes and advances in engineering. 


Knecut (E.) and ForHerGi1 (J. B.) Principles 
and Practice of Textile Printing. Ed. 3. 
1936. Griffin. 

Since the last revision in 1924 the changes and 
advances in this branch of textile work include many 
new colouring matters, dyestuffs of entirely new types 
and properties and in addition, a new fabric—Rayon— 
which has become almost universal in its use. The 
present work, therefore, is almost a new book, some 
three hundred pages longer than its predecessor. It 
has been almost entirely re-written by J. B. Fothergill 
and much of the new matter deals with the colour side 
of textile printing. 


Lowry (T. M.) Historical Introduétion to 
Chemistry. Ed. 3. 1936. Macmillan. 
tos. 6d. 

The edition of 1915 was reprinted in 1926 with 
additions. In the present edition there are some minor 
additions and alterations. The chapter on “ The 
Classification of the Elements” has, however, been 
again reconstruéted in order to show the present 


position in reference to missing elements, isotopes and 
radioactivity. 
McGrecor (A. G.) The Correét Economy of 
the Machine Age. Ed. 3. 1936. Pitman. 6s. 
The author has added a further hundred pages of 
text to the 1930 edition to further his somewhat radical 
proposals for dealing with the world’s economic 
problem. He offers a convincing alternative to gold as 
a basis of value and suggests free trade throughout the 
world together with many other interesting proposals. 


McKiiiop (Margaret) Food Values. Ed. 4. 
1936. Routledge. 3s. 6d. 

First published in 1916 and last revised in 1930. 
The present revision has been done by E. C. Mottram 
who has incorporated many new theories of this 
rapidly developing subjeé. 

Ocpen (C. K.) and Ricuarps (J. A.) The 
Meaning of Meaning. Ed. 4. 1936. 
Kegan Paul. 12s. 6d. 

First published in 1923 and last revised in 1930. 
The present revision has done little more than 
clarify a few obscure points. 

PatrmoreE (D.) Modern Furnishing and Decora- 
tion. Ed. 2. 1936. Studio. tos. 6d. 


The preliminary text has been extended and re- 
written. The arrangement of the excellent plates of 
the 1934 edition has been changed somewhat and a 
few new ones added. 


PITMAN’S 
LATEST BOOKS 


HOW TO PLAY 
SNOOKER 


By Stanley Newman. With a foreword by Tom 
Newman. Crown 8vo, 95 pages, illustrated. 7/6 net 


YOUR DRIVING TEST: 
HOW TO PASS IT 


Officially recommended by the R.A.C. 
By Oliver Stewart. Crown 8vo, 120 pages. Second 


Edition. 2/- net 
UNDERSTAND 
YOUR CAR 
By H. A. Hazell. Crown 8vo, 152 pages. A book 
for every owner driver. 2/6 net 


THE CORRECT ECONOMY FOR 
THE MACHINE AGE 


By A. G. 4g: yo Foreword by John A. Hobson. 

Demy 8vo, pages. Third Edition, Revised and 

Greatly Enlarged. 6/- net 
Details post free. 


PITMAN, Parker St., Kingsway, W.C.2 


Museum: SourH KENSINGTON. 
Classification for works on pure and applied 
science in the Science Museum Library. 
Ed. 3. 1936. H.M.S.O. 5s. 

The first classification of the Science Library was 
printed in 1908 and a completely revised and enlarged 
edition was issued in 1921. In 1928 the library adopted 
the Universal Decimal Classification, and the present 
edition of the classification is an abridgement of this 
scheme containing only the appropriate classes. 


SmitH (G. A.) Historical Atlas of the Holy 
Land. Ed. 2. 1936. Hodder. 42s. 

This atlas was first published in 1915 and contained 
some thirty pages of notes to the maps which have been 
omitted in the new edition. Here the number of maps 
is the same but with some re-arrangement, and most 
have some minor alterations chiefly with place names. 
The map of modern Jerusalem shows considerable 
change. 


Rippe t (M. S.) A First-Year Nursing Manual. 
Ed. 3. 1936. Faber. 3s. 6d. 


The present edition is some forty pages longer 
than the first edition of 1931. This represents new 
material added in 1934 and to this revision. The 
purpose of the manual is to assist probationers to pass 
the Preliminary Examination of de General Nursing 
Council and to further this aim sele&ted questions from 
the examination papers have been included for the first 
time. 
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Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


CLASSIFICATION FOR WORKS ON PuRE AND 
APPLIED SCIENCE IN THE SCIENCE MusEUM 
Liprary. 31rd edition. H.M. Stationery 


Office. 5s. net. 

The Science Library Started their classified cata- 
logue in 1901 on a Decimal Classification of their own. 
This was revised in 1921, but in 1928 the Library 
adopted the Universal Decimal Classification. The 
abridged edition of the Universal Decimal Classifica- 
tion as used in the Library and containing full tables 
and indexes for pure and applied science is now pub- 
lished and will found 42 librarians to be of the 


greatest use. 

ComrrE CONSULTATIF INTERNATIONAL TELE- 
PHONIQUE. Proceedings of the Xth Plenary 
Meeting, Budapest, 3rd—10th September, 
1934. Translated into English by the 
Technical Staff of the International Standard 


Ele&ric Corporation. Vols. 1.-V. 25s. net. 
The outstanding work of the “ Comite Con- 
sultatif International Telephonique”’ (C.C.I.F.) in 
promoting and co-ordinating long-distance  tele- 
communication on an international scale is again 
brought into the foreground by the publication in 
English of its proceedings at the 1oth Plenary Meeting 
in Budapest, 1934. 

As its name indicates, the C.C.LF. is a con- 
sultative, rather than an executive body, which aés in 
an advisory capacity by making the experience and 
technique of each Member Administration available 
to the others. Its recommendations are prepared in 
its Commissions of Rapporteurs, who are recognized 
experts on questions relating to telephonic trans- 
mission, proteétion of telephone lines against external 
disturbances, and operating, maintenance and tariff 
problems. These recommendations are scrutinized and 
approved at the Plenary Meetings of the entire body. 

This English translation of the original French 
text has been made by the technical staff of the Inter- 
national Standard Eleétric Corporation. It is contained 
in a quarto volume of 650 pages with a comprehensive 
cross-reference index, a useful feature of which is a 
parallel column, giving the corresponding page number 
in the French edition. 

The general subje& matter of the five sections of 
the book is, briefly: I., Proces-verbaux of Plenary 
Sessions. Lists of Questions under study. General 
Information and Bibliography. II., Proteétion against 
High-tension Interference and Corrosion. III., Trans- 
mission : Definitions, Recommendations and Specifica- 
tions. IV., Transmission: Standards. Methods and 
Apparatus of Measurement. Maintenance. V., Organi- 
zation, Operating and Telephone Rates. 

An exhaustive bibliography of English, Frefich 
and German publications, in which over 1,000 works 
are listed, is included in the volume. 
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This work may truly be said to give a most com- 
prehensive account of modern tele-communication 
ractices. It contains the accumulated experience and 
nowledge of the foremost telephone experts in the 
world who have contributed to the work of the C.C.LF, 
It should be in the hands of all telephone engineers, 
who wish to keep abreast with this rapidly progressing 
art. 


INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHIE DES BucH- 
und Bibliothekswesens, Mit besonderer 
Beriicksichtigung der Bibliographie. 
Zehnter Jahrgang, 1935. Leipzig, Harras- 
sowitz, |g. 10. 

The tenth annual volume of the International 
Catalogue of Books and Articles on Libraries and 
Bibliography keeps well up to its usual high standard. 
The whole of literature on every aspe& of the 
subje&@ whether in book form or in periodical publica- 
tion is classified with details of its origin and number 
of pages. A full index of authors and titles is supplied. 


Vorstius (Dr. Joris) Internationaler Jahres- 
bericht der Bibliographie. The Yeat’s 
Work in Bibliography. Leipzig, 
Harrassowitz. 

Dr. VorStius has issued his Year's Work in 
Bibliography for the 6th year in succession. It is the 
most useful work of its kind and thoroughly exhausts 
the information published in book form. Although 
not critical the method of each volume is described 
and enough details are given to enable the specialist 
to decide whether any particular work is likely to be 
of any use to him. 


Wapues (D.) and (H. D.) National 
Libraries and Foreign Scholarship. Chicago, 
Univ. of Chicago Press. (London, C.U.P.). 


7s. net. 

Professor Waples, who is responsible for the 
whole of this book with the exception of one chapter, 
has endeavoured to determine what foreign books 
and periodicals dealing with social sciences are being 
read in libraries, both in America and Europe, and how 
far they are representative of the scholarship of their 
respective countries. He is well aware that any such 
work as this must only serve as the basis for a more 
comprehensive work on the subjeét. As he says in his 
preface, ‘“‘ Purely mechanical reporting of the titles in 
various libraries must precede interpretation,” but this 
in no way detraéts from the merit of the book, and in 
order to give an interest other than purely Statistical, 
Professor Lasswell has added a chapter in which he 
discusses the political implications of the survey and 
relates the figures collected by Professor Waples to the 
general political and intelle€tual trends of the world. 


CuMuLATIVE Boox Lisr., Part 
XLVIII., Jan.-June, 1936. Whitaker. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The output of new books for the first six months 
of 1936 seems to have been healthy enough, judging 
from the total figure of 8,576 given in Whitaker's 
Cumulative Book List just published. 


~~. res 
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Wicut (Edward A.) and Carnovsky (Leon) 
Library Service in a Suburban Area. A 
Survey and a Program for Westchester 
County, New York. Chicago, A.L.A. 
(Planographed). 1.25 dollars. 

This comprehensive report of the library services 
available for a surburban distri of New York was 
made possible by a grant from the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion. It Starts with a survey of the background, and 
the general facilities for Public Library Service. The 
quality of Book Colleétions and the use of Public 
Library facilities are next considered. Then Library 
Finance is discussed, and finally a chapter is devoted 
to the School Library Service. A Summary of the 
Report and the Recommendations are included. In 
an Appendix there is a selected list of reference books 
and a union list of bound periodicals in the four City 
Libraries. 

Although some people may not admit the utility 
of this form of auaai it cannot be denied that 
reports such as this, which is a model of its kind, con- 
tain a great deal of interesting information. 


GENERAL 


Auutson (A.) An Outline of Steel and Iron. 
Illus. H. F. and G. Witherby. 6s. net. 

A useful outline guide to the history and present 
State of the manufacture of iron and steel. It will 
appeal to the general reader who wants scientific 
accuracy without being overburdened by formule and 
figures. There are numerous excellent illustrations. 
AMMENDE (Dr. Ewald) Human Life in Russia. 

Intro. by Rt. Hon. Lord Dickinson. Illus. 
Allen and Unwin. tos. 6d. net. 

Dr. Ammende is primarily a humanitarian, and 
not a politician or an economist, and those who look 
on this book as another wholesale condemnation of the 
Russian experiment will have mistaken the author’s 
aims. His objeé is to draw attention to the undoubted 
conditions of want and Starvation which existed in 
Russia as a result of the famine of 1933, and to urge 
people to assist in the relief of the victims. 

An ANTHOLOGY OF MODERN Prose. Edited 
by A. J. Ratcliff. An ANrHOLOGy oF Mop- 
ERN BroGrapHy. Edited by Lord David 
Cecil. AN ANTHOLOGY OF MopERN Drama. 
Edited by S. R. Littlewood. Nelson’s 
Modern Anthologies. 3s. 6d. net each. 

The years covered by these three anthologies are 
roughly the same, namely, the last 25 years. They 
form a brief introduétion to some of the more promi- 
nent figures in the respective fields which they cover, 
and as such will be of interest to readers who wish to 
make a Study of this period. 

BarBER (Noel) Newspaper Reporting, with 
hints on paragraphing, article writing and 
specialization. A Praétical Guide for Young 
Journalists. Pitman. 3s. 6d. net. 

The author admits that journalism is to some 
extent a hazardous career, but he does not agree that 


LIBRARIANS 
SHOULD VISIT 


W.H. SMITH & SON’S 
Library Sales Showroom 


where large stocks of the following 
are displayed 

eNEW BOOKS eSECOND- 

HAND, EX-LIBRARY AND 
RECENTLY 

REMAINDERED WORKS 

OF TRAVEL, BIOGRAPHY 


ETC. FICTION 
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ments. A detailed report will be given 
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Library Showroom (Entrance “B"’), Library Dept. (Sales Section) 
STRAND HOUSE, PORTUGAL STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


TELEPHONE 
HOLBORN 4343 


it is an unprofitable sort of job and he proceeds to tell 
the young reporter “ how to do it.”’ A praétical book 
that will get the beginner to the top if he can put into 
practice the advice therein contained. 


Bearp (Paul) English Byways from Land’s 
End to the Wash. 16 photographs by J. 
Dixon Scott. Nelson. 3s. 6d. net. 

For those who intend spending their holidays on a 
walking tour in the south of England this should prove 
a very useful book. The author describes clearly and 
interestingly many of the out-of-the-way places, and 
does not hesitate to condemn those areas which are 
dull and to be avoided. 


Brirnreva (Mary) A Stranger in Your Midst. 
Frontis. Barker. 1os. 6d. net. 

Life in Russia and England for a period beginning 
with July, 1922, and Stretching over twelve years to 
1935. A life, but one packed with incident and 
full of personal outpourings which give deep insight 
into the workings of a woman’s heart and mind. Those 
who have and remembered ‘One Woman's 
Story” by the same author, will certainly look forward 
to reading this, her new volume of reminiscences. 


Bryant (Arthur) The American Ideal. Long- 
mans, Green. tos. 6d. net. 

“ The best clue to a people’s charaéter is its own 

.”’ This sentence from Mr. Bryant’s preface is the 

ey-note to his book. We might add to this that the 
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best clue to a people’s past is the representative char- 
acters of the past, at least in Mr. Bryant’s opinion. 
He has chosen seven Americans; three presidents, 
two famous authors, a journalist who turned diplomat, 
and two poets, to represent the spirit of the nation. 
He has chosen well and his book will reveal more of 
the fundamental spirit of the “ nation of villagers,” 
as Cornelius Vanderbilt has called them, than a thou- 
sand American films or the whole of the works of 
Sinclair Lewis, which after all only set out to portray 
a small portion of the whole. 


Courtenay (Ashley) Let’s Halt Awhile in 
Devon and Cornwall. Vol. Il. Illus. 
Courtenay. 1s. net. 

A handy book for the pocket of a car for those who 
are contemplating making a tour in the West Country, 
and are uncertain where to Stay. 


DANGERFIELD (George) The Strange Death of 
Liberal England. Constable. 12s. 6d. 

The four years from the accession of the late king 
to the outbreak of the war have inevitably been very 
much overshadowed by the events which followed 
them. In this interesting and provocative book Mr. 
Dangerfield has analysed some of the trends of thought 
and action which were in progress during those years, 
and which caused the downfall of Liberal England. 
It is a fascinating Story and many Strange facts emerge 
from it and we are led to realise that the war was not 
entirely responsible for many of our present-day ideas, 
but that they have had their roots in the period imme- 
diately preceding it. 


Dennis (C. J.) The Singing Garden. Frontis, 
Australia: Angus and Robertson. (Lon- 
don: Australian Book Co.). 6s. net. 

The author, who may in some respeéts be hailed 
as the successor to Adam Lindsay Gordon as the 
national poet of Australia, has here changed his subjeét- 
matter from works such as “‘ The Sentimental Bloke ” 
and reveals himself as a lover and able poet of the 
beauties of Nature. 


Fay (E. Stewart) Londoner’s New York. 
Illus. Methuen. 8s. 6d. net. 

Londoners probably imagine themselves to be 
pretty well informed about New York, at least those 
who go to the cinema. But the cinema is a notoriously 
unreliable guide ; and those who really want to have a 
good idea of New York as it is to-day, will do well to 
read this book. Comprehensive but amusing, it 
presents a varied picture of the idiosyncracies of the 
great city, which contains, the one and only Harlem, 
Broadway, Wall Street, and many other unique spots. 
The illustrations are an admirable supplement to the 
text. 


Fieminc (J. R.) The Highway of Reading. A 
Help to the Right Choice of Books. Lutter- 
worth. 2s. 6d. net. 

The author has defined his aims in his preface very 
clearly. He writes, “ From a frankly Christian stand- 
point . . . my aim is accordingly seleétive rather than 
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exhaustive . . . seeking chiefly to answer the question 
what will the average fairly educated person to whom 
religion is the ruling interest in life find of most spiritual 
value in his reading ?”’ Within the limits he has set 
himself he has compiled a useful and suggestive book. 


Gore (John) Sydney Holland: Lord Knuts- 
ford. Illus. Murray. 7s. 6d. net. 

Lord Knutsford, whose name is inevitably linked 
with the London Hospital and a host of other charitable 
concerns, was a man of wide interests and humanity. 
Mr. Gore has produced a sympathetic portrait of him. 


Green (Russell) Dreamers in Venice. 86 
photographs by the author. Nelson. 7s. 6d. 


net. 

An informal and personal guide to Venice intended 
for those who travel from their armchairs as well as 
those who travel in reality. The illustrations are 
numerous but undistinguished. 


HeEpPENSTALL (Rayner) Apology for Dancing, 
Illus. Faber. tras. 6d. net. 

Mr. Heppenstall has at least one great advantage 
over most of the other critics of the ballet of to-day. 
He has realised that the ballet is simply a present-day 
manifestation of a fundamental method of expressing 
emotion, namely, dancing, and that it did not originate 
with the birth of the Russian Ballet. His individualism 
and originality will a€t as a wholesome antidote to the 
Stokes-Haskell school of criticism which is so much 
in vogue at present. The illustrations are good 


Hort (Greta) Sense and Thought. A Study 
in Mysticism. Allen and Unwin. 8s. 6d. net 
The author, with special reference to the myStical 
work known as “‘ The Cloud of Unknowing,” has 
endeavoured to explain the workings of the mind in 
various types of experience. Chapters are devoted 
to discussions of “ecstasy,” “the love of God,” and the 
“ conception of God as law.” 


James (Winifred) Gangways and Corridors. 
Illus. Philip Allan. 12s. 6d. net. 

The title of this entertaining book of reminiscences 
and peeps into different parts of the world prepares 
the loa for embarking on ships, and wandering 
through hotels in far-off places. And he will not be 
disappointed. For the pages are packed with snappy 
scenes of real life, described by one who has insight, 
humour and the art of drawing pen pictures. The 
illustrations are from photographs and not the least 
interesting is the one of the author, who appears, in 
attractive guise, facing page 84. 


KinG (Rosa E.) Tempest Over Mexico. A 
Personal Chronicle. Illus. Methuen. 


tos. 6d. net. 

Mexico’s history during the last quarter of a 
century has not been by any means a peaceful one. 
The author is an English woman who went out to 
Mexico, Started a tea shop, and later became owner 
of the town’s best hotel. She lived through the 
rebellion which deposed Diaz, and relates her adven- 
tures, at this time and later, in a lively manner. 
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Lrnpworsky (J.) The Psychology of Ascet- 
icism. Edwards. 5s. net. 

The subjeé&t matter of this little book, already 
somewhat outside the run of most readers, is not made 
more comprehensible by the abstruse manner in which 
it is treated, and the use of a complicated psychological 


jargon. 

Lyne (R. L.) An Apostle of Empire. Being 
the Life of Sir Lloyd William Mathews, 
K.C.M.G. Illus. Alien and Unwin. tos. 6d. 


net. 

Sir William Mathews’ chief claim to remembrance 
is in conneétion with his services in suppressing the 
slave trade in Zanzibar. Later he was to enter the 
service of the Sultan of Zanzibar, and thus to have a 
considerable influence over the destinies of that state. 


MassINGHAM (H. J.) English Downland. 
Illus. Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Massingham has included in his survey of the 
Downland the Wiltshire Mass, the Berkshire Ridges, 
the Chilterns, as well as the North and South Downs. 
He describes the geological and topographical features 
of the country with accuracy but he does not negleé& 
the archxological and social aspeéts of the places he 
mentions. The whole book forms a full and varied 
picture of the type of country which for many people 
is typical of England. The work is “ enriched,” as 
the publishers say, with some excellent photographs. 


MiLLeR (Madeleine S.) Footprints in Palestine. 
Illus. R.T.S. 8s. 6d. net. 

The outlook and scope of this book is more varied 
than the usual Palestinian travel book. Both Christian 
and pre-Christian remains are dealt with, history, 
sociology and topography being mixed in pleasant 
proportions. 

Nature IN Brrrarn. An Illustrated Survey. 
Introduced by Henry Williamson. 142 
illus. from photographs. Batsford. 5s. net. 

This volume, each section of which is written b 
an expert, will serve as an introduétion for readers of all 
ages, to the flora and fauna of Great Britain ; the whole 
is illustrated by some wonderful photographs. At 
five shillings the book is a remarkable bargain. 


NELSON’s BrioGRAPHICAL Dicrionary, with a 
short di&tionary of Mythology. Edited by 
John Gunn. Nelson. 5s. net. 

A remarkably complete biographical dictionary, 
which gives in concise form information about famous 
men and women of all ages. The didtionary of 
mythology is not quite so complete. and the general 
reader may find some omissions, which he is not likely 
to do in the other portion. 

PLaYNnE (Caroline E.) Bertha Von Suttner, and 
the struggle to avert the world war. Frontis. 
Allen and Unwin. 8s. 6d. net. 

The subje& of this memoir was the author of a 
very remarkable pacifist novel entitled Lay Down Your 
Arms, which was published in 1889. But this is not 
her only claim to distinétion, as Miss Playne points 
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out in her preface. She says “ there were two reasons 
which induced me to write a biography of Bertha von 
Suttner,”’ firstly the remarkable interest in the circum- 
Stances of her life and secondly the significance of the 
years during which she played such a remarkable part. 

se reasons will be seen to be amply justified in this 
record of the life of a great pacifist. 


QuiGiey (Hugh) The Highlands of Scotland. 
Illus. Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

As with the previous volumes of the Face of Britain 
series, the reader is presented with an equal mixture 
of good text and excellent illustrations. In this par- 
ticular case it is hard to know which to praise the most. 
Mr. Quigley writes intelligently, avoiding the lush 
Style of the usual romantic traveller. He is full of 
commonsense and will be appreciated as much by the 
hiker as by the fireside reader. Mr. Adams’ photo- 
graphs are so good that they almost make us wish that 
more space had been devoted to them. 


Raven-Hart (Major R.) Canoe Errant on the 
Nile. Illus. Murray. 7s. 6d. net. 

During the cool season of 1935-36 Major Raven- 
Hart, who is an expert canoeist, made a journey in a 
canoe on the Nile from Wadi Hailfa northwards to 
Assuan and Upper Egypt. He describes in an attrac- 
tive manner the places of archeological interest which 
he passed, and he has colleéted some of the native folk 


LETTERS, 1813-1818. 
With an Introduétion and Notes by Samuel 
Romilly. Illus. Murray. 9s. net. 

Of the four people whose letters to make up 
this colle&tion two are well known and most of their 
correspondence has been published before, namely, 
Samuel Romilly and Maria Edgeworth. But the other 
two writers, Anne, Samuel’s wife, and R. L. Edgeworth, 
Maria’s father, were, in their way, remarkable people 
and certainly knew how to write good letters full of 

ssip about the celebrities with whom their more 
mn relations brought them in contaét. 


Roruery (Agnes) Finland. The New Nation. 
Illus. Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

Finland is a remarkable country about which it 
is not unfair to say that very few _— > England 
have any knowledge. Miss Rothery’s k will pro- 
vide readers with a very full account of the count 
from every point of view; topographical, hitorical, 
political, economic artistic. The picture she 
provides is one of a small country, prosperous and 
contented, which, while retaining a genuine respe& 
for its historic past, is not slow in adopting all that is 
best in modern culture. book is illustrated by 
some excellent photographs ; it also contains a good 
bibliography and an index. 


SANDERSON (Charles R.) Social Credit. 


Toronto, McClelland and Stewart; (London, 


Bumpus). Cloth, 2s. net; paper, rs. net. 
A brief account of the pros and cons of the Douglas 
Social Credit system, by the Deputy Chief Librarian of 
the Public Library, Toronto, 
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SCHERER (James A. B.) The Romance of Japan 
through the Ages. Illus. Revised edition, 
1934. Japan, Hokuseido Press. (London, 


E. G. Allen). 15s. net. 

A historical survey of this go-ahead country of the 
East, in which will be found much information new to 
readers in England. The eyes of the world are to-day 
on Japan, and though the author admits to giving a 
popular account of the country, he has done more than 
that. He has laid the foundations for a Study of the 
events which have led up, by seven great Stages, to the 
present form of civilisation there, the Western 
tendencies having been derived from various European 
nations in turn. The so-called ‘“‘ Second Transforma- 
tion ’’ has been described in the last chapter, Seétion 
VIL., which brings the history of Japan up to date. 
A folding plate gives a conspeétus of events, and a map 
makes clear the position of Japan to her neighbours. 
A useful book to have in the library. 

SmirH (Edwin W.) African Beliefs and 
Christian Faith. An _ Introduétion to 
Theology for African Students, Evangelists 
and Pastors. United Society for Christian 
Literature, R.T.S. 4s. 6d. net. 

The author's intention is that this book shall be 
used by the Africans themselves and wherever possible 
translated into the vernacular. For this reason he has 
written it in the style known as Basic English, with the 
addition of a few words, and has limited himself to the 
exposition of the Doétrine of God. 


STANLEY (George F. G.) The Birth of Western 


Canada. A History of the Riel Rebellions. 
Maps and Illus. Longmans, Green. 15s. 
net. 


An interesting and littl known aspe& of our 
colonial history is here discussed. The Riel rebellions 
which were the rebellions of the half-caste and indi- 
genous population, against the encroaching forces of 
organized civilisation, are not only interesting in 
themselves, but also point lessons in wider fields of 
colonial administration. 


THompson (Daniel V.) The Materials of 
Medieval Painting. With a Foreword by 
Bernard Berenson. Allen and Unwin. 
7s. 6d. net. 

An account of the materials used in medizval 
painting. The book is divided into four parts: L., 
Carriers and Grounds, in which the author discusses 
the use of parchment, vellum, canvas, woodwork, and 
so on; II., Binding media, in which the three orders 
of binding are dealt with ; III., Pigments, which is the 
longest section, and contains a very full account of the 
substances which were used to make the various colours. 
Many interesting recipes are given; IV., Metals, in 
which the use of gold leaf and other metals is described. 


Wuart 1s A Book? Thoughts About Writ- 
ing. Allen and Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. . 
Twenty authors, English and American, have 


collaborated to form this symposium. The title is 
misleading, though it would be hard to find a better 
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one. Each author seems to have written on any aspe& 
of his craft which appealed to him with the result that 
the book is uneven, and some of the contributors 
overlap. Amongst the contributors best known to 
English readers are Havelock Ellis, Rafael Sabatini 
and Valentine Williams. 

WILurIAMSON (Henry) An Anthology of Modern 

Nature Writing. Nelson. 3s. 6d. net. 

The publishers of this series suggest that it will 
serve a double purpose, namely, that of providing in 
compaé form a selection of passages on the subje& 
of the anthology, and also an index to the best books 
to buy and read. Mr. Williamson’s choice of authors 
is better than his choice of passages from their works, 
which are not always representative. It is surprising 
to note that he has omitted any reference to Walter 
Raymond, a much neglected writer. 


Younc (Wm. P.) and Garprner (Horace J.) 
Games and Stunts for all Occasions. Lippin- 
cott. 4s. 6d. ne*. 

Although many of the allusions in this book are 

American, there are plenty of good tips and tricks for 

English readers as well. 


FICTION. 


ALLAN (Luke) The Case of the Open Drawer, 
Arrowsmith. 7s. 6d. net. 
Not quite up to this author’s standard. We 
hope for something better next time. 


ATHERTON (Sarah) Brass-Eagles. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Isabel Banks was the best-looking information 
clerk in the largest department Store in the world, 
scene is laid in New York, with finest description 
of machine-made commerce of to-day. Isabel, Miss 
to her colleagues, but wife of Percy Banks, assistant 
buyer of citrous fruits for Chain Stores Inc., has had 
her illusions battered. Then in steps George Greyhawk, 
full-blooded Chippewa Indian, erst of the wilds, now 
night-watchman of the store, and upsets her little 
world, A dramatic Story. 

AusteN-Le1GH (Lois E.) Rude Justice. Jen- 
kins. 7s. 6d. net. 

An excellent Story not only in plot but in Style, 
It is rare in these days to come across a crime novel 
so readable. 

Binns (Ottwell) The Far Pursuit. Ward, 

Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

This author has a long series of reliable novels to 
his name, and librarians will know that they are safe 
in putting the latest on their shelves with the others, 
Paul and Virginia Barringdon, brother and sister, ar 
rescued from rapids by John Rycroft, a missionary 
in the far Northlands. Adventures, mySteries, Indians 
and a lost white child go to make up the story. 


Biake (George) David and Joanna. Faber. 


7s. 6d. net. 
A boy and a girl, a couple of “ bikes ”’ and all the 
Highlands to choose from. Here is romance, adventure 
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and joy, with a deeper-lying note concerned with the 

difficulties of day industrial conditions and 

unemployment. 

Brown (Forrest R.) Sheriff Wanted. Ward, 
Lock. 35. 6d. net. 

Outlaws die in a burning shanty, the gang hunted 
down by the combined forces of the T and Flying A 
who com the range for the ring-leader. These 
exciting happenings take place during the change of 
sheriffs, one having been put out of aétion by a gunshot 
wound. A good Story of the “ Western’ variety. 


BuRCHELL (Mary) Wife to Christopher. Mills 
and Boon. 7s. 6d. net. 

Vicki is hard put to it to save her father’s life and, 
in the hope of gain, ‘“‘ compromises ”’ Christopher and 
marries him. Their subsequent relations are, to say 
the least of it, unusual, and it takes an odd combination 
of circumstances to bring them together at the last. 


BurrouGHs (Edgar Rice) Tarzan and the 
Leopard Men. Lane. 7s. 6d. net. 
Tarzan had as much as he could do in his fight 
with the Leopard Men. Of course he won out after 
bringing in those famous allies of his, the big apes. 


CampsELL (Michael) Duke Street. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Life in a condemned slum and life in the raw. The 
central figure is Peggy, who having been scorned by 
her lorryman lover, marries Jock McDavid. The baby 
arrives and Jock is interested in studying life. On the 
whole the pair win a kind of happiness in spite of the 


roughness of life in Duke Street. Then the family 


increases and Jock gets ill and loses his job. A tragic 
tale of the poor, with a few bright gleams. 


Campion (Sarah) Duet for Female Voices. 
Davies. 7s. 6d. net. 

Anna Bernstein was a German Jewess who like 
many of her kind were victims of race prejudice. 
While she was being educated in England she came into 
contaé with Elisabeth Wishaw, who later goes to 
Germany. The reactions of these two women to the 
political upheavals are described with much wit and 
not a little malice. But it is this preoccupation with 
the feminine outlook which will make the book a little 
tedious for some, in spite of its cleverness. 


Carrrak (Elizabeth) Fish in the Sea. Mills 
and Boon. 7s. 6d. net. 

Gay Stafford is an unusual girl. Born into a 
“society ” atmosphere she prefers to minister to the 
sick dying. Disappointed in love, she goes out to 
work in a hospital in Nogassi. To the last she sticks 
to her guns. 

Carcitx (Leslie) Death Goes by Bus. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The murder in a bus gave Morrison Sharpe, the 
crossword fan, a chance to solve a puzzle of first class 


importance. He did it, having to convert the police 
one by one. The author will please note that his 


BOOKS WITH OVERSEAS INTEREST 


For Young People 


ROMONI'S DAUGHTERS 2/- 
A story of Indian Girlhood. 
By D. S. BATLEY 


THE PRICELESS JEWEL 1/6 
By D. S. BATLEY. 
The Adventures of a brave Indian Boy Scout 
and a little Indian girl. 


For Childrea 


DAVID'S BAND 1/- 
By D. S. BATLEY. 
Illustrated by BAY ROBINSON. 
A delightful st of an Indian Christian 
family. First published in Bengali for Indian 
Children. 

CHOPSTICKS (3rd Edition) 2/6 
By F. I. CODRINGTON. 
Illustrated by HELEN JACOBS. 
All about China and Chinese Children. 

THE WIND LADY AND THE TWINS 2/6 
By REGINALD CALLENDER. 
Illustrated by HILDA KERR. 
In which the twins go on some strange journeys 
and make many friends. 

THE PRINCE AND THE ROAD 1/6 
By A. M. ROBINSON. 
A happy story of a band of youngsters. 
Written in the form of an allegory. 


All postage extra 


ZEWITH PRESS 


19/21 Southampton St., Fitzroy Sq., London, W.1 


reference on page 234 to Mrs. Beeton is unjustifiable. 
The remark has generally been attributed to Mrs. 
Glasse, but even this is doubtful. 


Craurorp (W. H. Lane) Murder to Music. 
Ward, Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 
Murder on the stage on the first night of a new 


musical comedy. Many suspeéts and the usual languid, 
apparently ineffective but successful deteétive. 


Devine (A. D.) Admiral’s Million. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Devine scored a winner with his topical 
thriller, They Shut the Suez Canal. Many of the charaéters 
of that book reappear in this one, which fortunately is 
not quite so topical since it deals with the machinations 
of a villainous Fascist Admiral who Steals a million 
pounds to finance his revolution in England. 


Devon (John) Many Mansions. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Many Mansions is the Story of a sister and brother, 
Peter and Sheila, whose ideas about life suddenly run 
counter to those outlined for them by their father. 
Their mother having died in the Great War, their 
father undertakes double duty in their upbringing. 
A first novel notable for its charaéter drawing. 


Drx (Maurice B.) The Treasure of Scarland. 
Ward, Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 
If ever a Story deserved to be called a thriller, this 
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is the one. A mad Earl, the worst woman in Europe, 
the horrible guardian of the Treasure and the Treasure 
itself, are all of the most thrilling variety. 


Durrietp (Anne) Moon Over Stamboul. 
Cassell. 7s. 6d. net. 

An absorbing Story of two cousins, Peter and 
Serena, who go to the East and encounter Strange 
adventures. Peter, having fallen in love with an 
Eastern lady called Zelideh, becomes secretary to 
Richard Sutherland at Pera. Aunt Bertha, who keeps a 
school at Constantinople for Turkish young ladies, is 
quite a character, and the general atmosphere is good. 
In the end Serena gets her heart’s desire. 


Eaves (M. L.) In Another Man’s Shoes. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

The reader cannot help being prejudiced against 
a Story which begins with two men, Strangers to one 
another, meeting casually in the street and finding they 
are as alike as two peas. So many novels have begun 
this way. This one works out differently and is certainly 
a good mystery Story. 


Emerson (L. W.) Rawhide. 
net. 

Wrongly accused of murder, Curry Wayne is 
relentlessly hounded down by the law. He joins forces 
with Geromimo Garland and his daughter, June, and 
leaves Rawhide in company with them. Vindiétive 
enemies follow in their trail. An exciting Story. 


Fenn (Louis Anderson) The Killing Bottle 
Murder. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

All the resources of the chemist and his laboratory 
are called up in the course of this interesting and well- 
told deteétive story. The scientific side is made quite 
clear to the lay mind. 


Gasx (Arthur) The Hangman’s Knot. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Six murders in seven weeks is enough to inspire 
terror in the Stoutest hearts. We are not surprised to 
find (on page 265) that Scotland Yard was humming 
like a hive of bees. But Larose is equal to everything 
as usual and his last “‘ Gosh!” (on page 311) proves 
that he has scored again. 


Grssons (Stella) Miss Lindsay and Pa. Long- 
mans. 7s. 6d. net. 

Miss Lindsay is a wonderul charaéter. She tries to 
set the world right and finds her job cut out for her. 
An amusing Story, told in snappy sentences, which will 
delight a large circle of readers. 


Grea (Cecil Freeman) Tragedy at Wembley. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

Inspeftor Higgins dropped into a difficult job 
when he tripped over the shot constable, on his way 
home at 3 a.m. After 278 pages of adventures he gets 
his man. 


Gururiz (John) So They Began. Nelson. 


7s. 6d. net. 
The Story of Richard Essenden, a Strange 


Cassell. 3s. 6d. 
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charaéter, half Maori, half English. Against an 
historically accurate background of New Zealand during 
the last century, he has wild adventures and becomes 
in turn, miner and aétor. 


Hastincs (A. C. G.) Jane’s Way. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

It is a bit obvious from the first that Jim Allen 
who has no high opinion of what women are capable 
of, should at first mistrust the managing Jane Ford. 
She is a bit highbrow, studying cultures and Wes 
African dialeéts, and she tries to explain to him that 
she is positively able to look after herself. Not until 
she shows she can look after him too, does he capitulate, 
and when he does, he does it thoroughly. 


(Katharine) New Ground. 


Lippincott. 7s. 6d. net. 

Hattie is a charaéter. She helps Anne and Steven 
who are much in love, but Anne’s stepmother makes 
trouble all along the line and if it had not been for 
Hattie one does not know what misfortunes might 
not have befallen Anne. 


Hii (Grace Livingston) Beauty for Ashes, 
Lane. 7s. 6d. net. 

Gloria’s grown-up life opens with a bad shock. 
Just before her marriage her fiancé is shot in a night 
club in company of a dancing girl. This incident 
affeéts her very deeply. Her sister, Vanna, too has some 
dire experience with an unworthy man, but both win 
through to real happiness at last. 


Jerson (Edgar) Kitty Brown’s 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Ultra Ruritanian! Kitty gets inveigled into a 
marriage with a Balkan Prince and when reaching his 
country is horrified to find she is merely a Morganatic 
wife. The events leading up to the prince’s death and 
her marriage with his cousin, also a prince, are fast and 
furious in quite the old Jepsonian Style. 


Kenny (Charles J.) This is Murder. Methuen. 


7s. 6d. net. 
Sam. Moraine had a raw deal but he managed to 
wriggle free and fasten the trouble on the right 
shoulders. A good, fast-moving crime Story. 


Lone (Laurie) The Schooner “ Sybil.” Ward, 


Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

The schooner “ Sybil” plays an important part 
in the life of Kathleen Jones, for it was whilst on board 
of her that she decided to marry the Hon. Aubrey 
Cley-Meeton whom she knew to be a rotter. Three 
years later, having suffered for her mistake, she is again 
on board the “ Sybil ” and this time she meets her true 


mate. 


MACKENzIE (Compton) Figure of Eight 
Cassell. 7s. 6d. net. 

This popular author has woven the lives of the 
young dancers of 1914, who shared dressing-room No. 
45 of the Orient Palace of Varieties, into a fascinating 
narrative. Manifold vicissitudes befell these terpst- 
chorean beauties ; some came to grief, some to happi- 
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ness ; all had a chequered existence. It is not surprising, 
perhaps, in these sophisticated days, that this novel is 
not quite so fresh and absorbing as Carnival. 


MAcPHERSON (Ian) Pride in the Valley. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

A pleasant story of a vanished way of life which 
pacugh it was Still in existence only fifty years ago 
seems very remote. It is the Story of the old Highland 
chiefs who flourished about a hundred years ago in 
Scotland. They were proud, and patriotic, but they 
were hopelessly poor; they lived and they passed 
lightheartedly. Mr. Macpherson has chronicled their 
passing with sympathy. 


Mann (Jack) Coulson Alone. 
Brown. 7s. 6d. net. 

A Story of the Pacific Islands. Coulson is an 
adventurer. On his ship A/stic Aspasia he sets sail for 
the South to salve a fortune in tin. Sharks, pre- 
historic monsters, intrigue, enmity and passion mingle 
in this Strange Story, which ends in the tragic death of 
Thelma, Coulson’s great love. 


MARSHALL (James) Gun Trouble. 
Lock. 33s. 6d. net. 

Lang was called Snap Lang because of the way 
he snapped his guns from the holster. He goes to claim 
the Boxed L Ranch and gets into trouble. A fighting 
Story with a love element too. 


Morrow (Honore) Let the King Beware! 
Cassell. 7s. 6d. net. 

A rattling historical romance in the days preceding 
the American War of Independence. The hero, 
Tristram Amory, lands at Southampton and there 
finds an enemy. How he also finds a sweetheart in 
England and how he won the friendship of King 
George III. will keep readers of this book interested 
from the first page to the last. 


PrizstteY (J. B.) They Walk in the City. 
The lovers in the stone forest. Heinemann. 


8s. 6d. net. 

Rose Salter leaves the northern town of Haliford 
and goes with her friend, Alice, to London to find a 
job. Edward Fielding, in love with her in an idealistic 
sense, for he has only seen her twice, follows her. 
The pi€ture of modern London, in which these two try 
to find each other, is powerful and in the author’s best 
vein, but the background grows sordid in tone and 
ends in melodrama. If Priestley is to live as an ex- 
ponent of the life of his day, he should forget that his 
resent readers have a craving for the morbid. A bid 
for popularity seems to have tainted the writing of this 

novel. 


RicHarpson (Glaswell) The Gun Hand. 
Ward, Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

Young Kildare returns after many years to his 
father’s ranch to find that the old man has been 
murdered and his $tep-sisters and brothers do not 
recognize him. He does not rest until he has avenged 
his father’s death. A Story of blood and gunfire. 


Wright and 


Ward, 


Ryan (R. R.) The Right to Kill. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Mary Bootle has a rough deal. She kills a man by 
accident, whilst trying to defend her honour, and things 
go very hard with her. For the rest of her days she is 
doomed to be blackmailed by a cur who knows. 
One feels that she might have saved herself much by 
throwing herself upon the mercy of the police, but 
there are good reasons why she does not take this 
course. After many years some compensation comes 
to her for what she has done and suffered. No moral 
is drawn in this rather wild story. 


SENDER (Ramon J.) Seven Red Sundays, 
translated from the Spanish by Sir Peter 
Chalmers Mitchell. Faber. 8s. 6d. net. 

A long novel written in a febrile style and with a 
loosely construéted plot. It tells the story of an abortive 
revolt in modern Spain. The author States that he is 
not seeking for political truths but rather human 
truths, and is therefore more interested in his charaéters 
than in political theories, which is an unusual advantage 
for a novelist dealing with such themes. 


Stmpson (Spencer) The Four Dead Men. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 


Four men suffering under unjust sentences faked 
their death notices and Started to revenge themselves. 
Quite a good yarn if somewhat on the melodramatic 


side. 


SmirH (Wallace) The Happy Alienist. <A 

Viennese Caprice. Heinemann. 7s. 6d. net. 

A thriller of a distin@ly new type. Scene, Vienna. 

The story concerns the great psychologist, Professor 

Ernst Volk, who gets under the influence of an adven- 

turer, Kune Graf Adelhorst and his unscrupulous 

companion, Baroness von Schweinsdhrl, familiarly 

known as Mitzl. A marriage is arranged which is 
followed later by a mysterious mental” murder. 


SrockLey (Cynthia) Perilous Stuff. Three 
Short Novels. Cassell. 7s. 6d. net. 


Three short novels of which “ Suicide Stuff’’ is 
the most entertaining. It describes the fate of two couples 
who during the season of drought set to partners and 
run a narrow risk of literal and figurative shipwreck. 
The first Story, ‘‘ The Price of a Rose,” is an ambitious 
effort, more conscientiously worked up and therefore 
less spontaneous. All three give a true pidture of life 
in Rhodesia, and it is sad indeed, that we have no 
more stories to look forward to from Miss Cynthia 
Stockley’s popular pen. 

SUTHERLAND (Joan) Shining River. Cassell. 


7s. 6d. net. 

Laetitia and Clive Freer have spent twenty-five 
years of happily married life and then a bolt from the 
blue arrives in the shape of Gilda Brierley. Happiness 
is threatened at the roots, but sweet forgiveness averts 
danger. Laetitia might have divined a bit sooner who 
Gilda was. 


TrEep (G. H.) The Shadow Crook. Stanley 


Smith. 3s. 6d. net. 
The master criminal and the Yard man who 
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resigns to take up the chase, are not precisely new to 
fiction, but Mr. Teed uses several quite new stunts and 
altogether The Shadow Crook is quite readable. 


Tuomas (Eugene) The Intimate Stranger. 
Stanley Smith. 3s. 6d. net. 
Revenge, myStery and attempted murder. A Story 
full of “ pep.” 


Tram, (Stevenson) The Island Murder. 


Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

The gradual unfolding of the mySteries surround- 
ing the life and death of Miss Mary Hudson’s great- 
uncle is quite well done. Moral—to would-be mur- 
derers—see that your victim has the correé&t number of 
toes. 


JUVENILE. 


Assorr (Jane) Low Bridge. Illus. Lippincott. 
7s. 6d. net. 

There is a myStery about the parentage of Decy 
Quinn who has been brought up on the “‘ Nancy Bell ” 
and is known the length of Grand Eerie Canal. Girl 
readers will like the development of this story and the 
solution of the mystery. 


POLKINGHORNE (R. K. and M.I.R.) Round the 
World in Stories. Illus. University of 


London Press. 3s. 6d. net. 

Charming little stories of the countries of the 
world which will interest children and teach them 
something too. Almost as good as a trip to the 
countries themselves. 


NANKIVELL (Agnes) Once upon a Time. 
E. H. Samuel. 3s. 6d. 

An attraétive fairy Story for juveniles in which 
Estelle meets with the New Year and goes on a visit to 
each of the Months in turn. Thus she adventures 
through the Land of Time itself, taking with her her 
pet Teddy Bear. This is something new in Stories and 
the author's pictures help to makc it Still more interest- 


ing. 


University Intelligence 


Tue following awards have been made at University 
College, London, in the School of Librarianship : 


Entrance Exhibitions: E. D. Muffett (University 
College, London); Helen E. Taylor (University 
College, Southampton) (conditional). 


Sir John MacAlister Medal (for the most distinguished 
of the Diploma Candidates of the year): 
Celia J. H. Stewart, M.A. 


The following have passed the examination for the 
Diploma in Librarianship: Helen M. Austin, 
B.A.; Helen M. Barrett, B.A. ; Edith M. Bennett, 
B.A.; Beatrix Collingham; Janet Cox, B.A.; 
Catherine M. Fothergill, B.A.; Wilhelmina M. 
Gallagher, B.A.; Audrey Heaton-Smith, B.A. ; 
L. J. Jolley, B.A.; Margaret M. Kerr, M.A. ; 
Lorna V. Paulin, B.A.; E. D. Pollard, B.A. ; 
N. Ray, M.A.; J. T. Richardson, B.A.; F. A. 
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Sharr, B.A.; Mathilde Sittig; Orma H. Smith, 
B.A.; Ellen E. D. Stevenson, M.A.; Celia J. H. 
Stewart, M.A.; Nancy E. Taylor, B.A.; A, 
Vickers; Vera M. U. Ward; H. B. Wells, B.A. ; 
A. S. Wright. 


North-Western Branch Meeting at 
Birkenhead 


Asout 100 delegates were welcomed at the 
new library at Birkenhead on Wednesday, 
July 22nd, by the Mayor (Councillor P. Allery) 
and Alderman S. C. Hills (Chairman of the 
Birkenhead Libraries, Museum and Arts 
Committee), in conneétion with the meeting 
of the North-Western Branch and the North- 
WeStern Division of the A.A.L. 


The visit enabled members to inspect thg 
beautiful new building which had beeq 
ereéted out of money received from thé 
Mersey Tunnel Joint Committee, in com: 
pensation for the demolition of the Carnegigg 
Central Library, and which was opened by 
King George the Fifth. Mr. Lynn (Chief 
Librarian, Birkenhead) briefly described thé 
salient features of the building before thé 
inspection, and claimed that it provided t 
largest lending department in the country 
Although the building was set back from th 
road a distance of 70 feet there was Still som@ 
disturbance caused by the noise of trams 
which it was hoped would soon be eliminated 


A new branch library to be opened @ 
Upton in September was also inspected, and @ 
visit to the Williamson Art Gallery, opene@ 
seven years ago, was much enjoyed. Tea wag 
served at the Gallery at the invitation of tha 
chairman and members of the Librarie 
Museum and Arts Committee. 


During the afternoon session Mr. C. Now@ 
(Chief Librarian, Manchester) submitted 
report of the answers he had received to 
queStionnaire circulated on the supply of tem 
books for library assistants. It was to 
regretted that time did not permit of dij 
cussion in view of the very interesting resumil 
by Mr. Nowell. 
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LIBRARIANS’ BOOKS 


MALLETT’S INDEX OF ARTISTS 
By DANIEL TROWBRIDGE MALLETT 
Including the Artists of all Countries, and both past and present painters, sculptors, engravers, 

etchers, illustrators. 

In one alphabet are the names of the artists of all nations from earliest times to the featured 
names of to-day’s exhibits, 28,000 artists, thousands of our own day. 

Malleit’s is the first comprehensive index of artists and is particularly useful on contem 

names. The author has had the co-operation of museums and dealers in bringing together ail 
the available facts. 

Mailett’s Index belongs on the desks of museums, reference libraries, art schools, auction rooms, 
art galleries and collectors. 

MALLETT’S means minutes rather than hours when facts on artists are desired. 

Over 28,000 names, 640 pages. 50/- net 


PERIODICALS DIRECTORY, 1935 


REVISED AND ENLARGED EDITION. 


A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT PERIODICALS, 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC TO THE UNITED STATES. 
EDITED BY 
CAROLYN F. ULRICH 

Curer, Perropicats Division, New YorkK Pusiic LIBRARY. 
This Directory is planned for those interested in business and industry as well as for librarians 
of all types and sizes of libraries, not only as a tool for reference but also as an aid in the selection 
of titles for purchase. The list does not aim to be exhaustive, but its eight thousand selected 
titles represent the periodicals published in the United States and abroad, especially in England, 
France and Germany, which have been found most useful in American collections. 55/- net 


THE BOOKMAN’S MANUAL 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 
EDITION. 

A guide to Literature on a plan which, in three earlier editions, has proved its peculiar value 
to all buyers of books. 

It is an introduction to book knowledge with discussions of editions and their makers. It covers 
the whole field of reading and brings it to date. Authors are listed alphabetically within each 
field of literature—fiction, poetry, drama, essays, etc. British, Russian,French and other Con- 
tinental authors are included. All the books of each author are listed in chronological order ay 
date of publication. Publisher and price are given. 22/6 


FAMOUS LITERARY PRIZES AND THEIR WINNERS 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 


A handbook of information, revised and enlarged by Jessie H. Murray, with discussion and 
description of the character and details of over 60 prize awards given to books, followed bya 
listing of the titles that won each such award. Ninety-six pages, with index to titles, bound in 
cloth, size 5} by 8}. 6/6 net 


Sole Agents in the British Empire and Europe for the books of the R. R. Bowher Co., New York. 


J. WHITAKER SONS LTD. 
12 WARWICK LANE, E.C.4. 
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